
St Nicholas’ Anglican Church, Mordialloc, Sunday 23rd June, 2019 (Second Sunday 

after Pentecost) 

Revd Dr Sharne Rolfe,Vicar 

Readings: 

1 Kings 19:1-4, 8-15a 

Psalms  42, 43 

Galatians 3:10-14, 23-29 

Luke 8:26-39 

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your 

sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.  Amen. 

Sermon: The Gerasene demoniac  

When I visited Israel and Palestine a couple of years ago, a highlight for me was 

visiting the Sea of Galilee. When we were there, although the weather was reasonably 

warm and settled, there was a heavy mist shrouding the water and the far shore most 

of the time. So we only got a glimpse, occasionally, of the distant hills on the other 

side of the lake from Tiberius, where we were staying. These distant hills, on the other 

side of the lake from Capernaum, where Jesus often stayed during his active ministry, 

are the scene for the action of our Gospel story today. Many people think, from 

reading the Gospels alone, that the Sea of Galilee is a huge expanse of water. I had 

formed that view myself, before I first saw photographs of the real lake. I guess we 

get that impression because of the great storms and tempests that we read about on the 

Sea of Galilee during Jesus’ time. But in reality, the Sea of Galilee is a relatively small 

expanse of water. Lake Tiberius, as it is otherwise known, is only 53 kms in 

circumference, some 21 kms long and 13 kms wide, and at its deepest, only 43 

meters. On a clear day, you can see the hills of the country of the Gerasenes that Luke 

speaks of in the Gospel today easily from Tiberius. These hills and cliffs are the 

setting for a remarkable, even disconcerting miracle, the healing of the Gerasene 



demoniac. This miracle, like so much else in the Gospel of Luke, reminds us that 

Jesus came to save the entire world, not just the Jewish people of the time.  More than 

any other, it has been said, Luke’s Gospel reveals that no-one is outside the circle of 

Jesus’ grace. 

On the face of it, the person at the centre of today’s Gospel miracle doesn’t have a lot 

going for him! He is possessed by demons that are making his life a misery - naked, 

living not in a home but in the tombs, kept under guard and bound with chains and 

shackles. So overtaken is he by these demons that when Jesus asks him his name he 

responds “Legion” referring not to his real name, but rather to the multiple demons 

torturing him. He seems close to hopelessness, and we can understand how this would 

be so. Alienated from society by his terrible mental condition, naked, living in the 

tombs. But even in the midst of all this misery, he has the greatest of graces. He 

recognises Jesus for who he is, calling him “Jesus, Son of the Most High God.” We’re 

not really told how he came to have this knowledge, this insight, this faith. But have it 

he does. Of course, he’s not completely sure; he has his doubts. He begs Jesus not to 

torment him, perhaps not to offer him a cure that like so many before, might fail to 

bring him peace. 

But Jesus does not fail him. Aided by some rather stupid demons who beg Jesus to let 

them enter a nearby herd of pigs, Jesus cleanses the man of his demons, and the man's 

sane mind is restored. When the local people come to see what all the fuss is about, 

they find this previously insane person at peace sitting at the feet of Jesus. What an 

amazing sight this must have been! But like so many other times in the ministry of 

Jesus, Jesus’ power brings fear and anxiety to those who witness it. The local people 

ask Jesus to leave. His miracles were fearful to them, they couldn’t handle his power 

and divinity. In a poignant moment, the healed man begs Jesus to let him go with him. 

But Jesus tells him: Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for 

you.” So this is a missional story at its heart. Once healed, the man to sent forth to 

speak of God’s goodness, to bring others to faith. And like the apostles before him 



who answered Jesus’ invitation to come, so this healed man does as Jesus asks - and 

goes away, proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him. 

I think all of us, at one time or another in our lives, have been the Gerasene demonic, 

or close to it - maybe not so graphically, maybe not literally naked and chained up in 

the tombs, but I mean in states of profound misery because of particular life 

circumstances, experiences or profound loss. Many people who suffer mental health 

issues such as schizophrenia, depression or anxiety will tell you of a misery that is not 

far removed from what we have heard about today. This story, written about a 

desperate and deeply disturbed man over 2000 years ago, still resonates with us - we 

can feel his pain. 

There could not have been a person further outside the circle of the devout Jews of the 

time than the Gerasene demoniac. Even putting to one side his mental state and 

behaviour, alienating as they were, here was a man from the country of the Gerasenes, 

on the other side of the lake, in a different country, a man from a people who raised 

swine, presumably to eat. For the Jews of the time, the message that just such a man 

could be saved by Jesus, saved by his faith, must have been the greatest of eye 

openers.  

In his book, Tokens of Trust, Rowan Williams wrote: “Where Jesus is at work, 

healing, forgiving, welcoming people who were not welcome in any of the existing 

categories of Israelite life at the time … there is what Jesus himself called ‘the finger 

of God’ at work.” I think we can be sure that the healing of the Gerasene demoniac is 

one such instance of ‘the finger of God” at work. Just as in the preceding story in 

Luke’s Gospel, of the calming of the storm, we see a joining of the elements of faith 

and salvation. The touch of Jesus, the touch of God, healing, salvation for all of faith. 

Let us all pray to be open to the touch of God upon our lives. Let us pray for the touch 

of God on the lives of others. Let us pray that this Christian community is a place that 

is welcoming to all, so that in this place everyone may feel the healing touch of Jesus, 

the finger of God, upon their lives. 



+ In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 


