
St Nicholas’ Anglican Church, Mordialloc, Monday 24th and Tuesday 25th December, 2018 

(Christmas) 

Revd Dr Sharne Rolfe,Vicar 

Readings: 

Midnight Mass 

Isaiah 9:2-7 

Ps 96 

Titus 2:11-14 

Luke 2:1-14 

Christmas Day 

Isaiah 62:6-12 

Ps 97 

Titus 3:4-8a 

Luke 2:8-20 

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, 

my strength and my redeemer.  Amen. 

Sermon: Christ came for us all  

Today is a very special day in the Christian calendar, Christmas, one of the high points of the 

liturgical year. So you might think, even worry, that I would be tempted to wax lyrical, and for some 

time, on the importance of this great feast of the birth of Jesus Christ. But I’ve decided to keep this 

sermon brief. Because as I look out at the faces before me, I see a whole lot of people who have a 

whole lot of things on their mind, and the birth of Jesus is only one of them. While as your priest I’d 

be hoping of course that baby Jesus is top of your list, on nights like tonight/days like today, I 

understand there are many other wonderful things needing and wanting to be done other than being 

at church - presents to wrap/unwrap, delicious festive food to be prepared and to eat, some sleep/

rest to be had before family and friends arrive. If this is your experience of Christmas, I’m happy 

for you. Christianity is a religion of love and joy, faith and hope and we want people to be happy. 

But if this isn’t your experience of Christmas, if this year its just you, or amidst the crowds you’ll 



be missing someone very much this year, and there won’t be much happiness today, you are not 

alone. Many people find Christmas difficult for a whole lot of reasons. The truth of the matter is 

that the joy of Christmas, for many people, does not and cannot reside in the glossy marketing 

images we see on our TVs of festive fun, simply because Christmas Day, indeed life itself for them, 

is not like that at all. 

Whilst many people’s experiences do not come close to the media images of togetherness and cheer, 

as Christians, no matter what our personal experiences and circumstances, we do believe that 

Christmas is a time of the greatest joy. And as we gather here today, we celebrate that joy. Not 

because of the presents, the food, the family fellowship that may or may not  be waiting for us 

tomorrow morning/today, but because today we celebrate just one thing: the birth of a baby on 

whom all authority shall rest: a wonderful counsellor, our mighty and everlasting Son of God, our 

prince of peace, a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. We celebrate the birth of a baby who we 

know will grow into a man who shows us all, every single one of us, through his every action and 

every teaching, a new way of living: a way of faith, and hope, and love. 

The birth of Jesus, the Saviour of the world, as a humble baby in a stable, is something we can all 

hold onto, something of truth and substance, something real, something authentically good. In the 

midst of a world where there is injustice, war, violence and inequality, this birth of Jesus is surely 

something that we can ALL hang onto, a light of hope, something to be truly joyful about today. 

So as we leave this place tonight/today, regardless of what tomorrow/today holds - maybe 

surrounded by family, maybe not; maybe having a big Christmas lunch, maybe not; maybe feeling 

life is good, maybe not - no matter what our experience of Christmas Day will be, let us hold on 

tight to the joy that is the gift we are all invited to: the gift of fullness of life in Christ. Christ came 

for us all - the happy, the sad; the popular, the unpopular; the lonely, the rejected, along with those 

whose Christmas day will be just like the media images tell us it should be. Christ came for us all. 

And so the true joy we hold in our hearts today, what is real, and deep, and good, is that promise, 

the promise of the good news of great joy that is the way of Jesus Christ.  

So I wish you all a very joyous Christmas, and may your hearts be filled with peace and hope, no 

matter how the day unfolds for you. I am glad you are here with us today. 



+In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.


