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Readings: 

Isaiah 43:16-21 

Ps 126 

Philippians 3:3-14 

John 12:1-8 

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, 

my strength and my redeemer.  Amen. 

Sermon: 

My mother had many sayings that she frequently repeated throughout my childhood and adolescent 

years. Maybe your parents said similar things to you? A stitch in time saves nine! It doesn't matter 

how many mistakes you make, as long as you learn from them!  A place for everything and 

everything in its place! The list goes on and on. These sayings may seem a bit old-fashioned now, 

but there’s a lot of wisdom in them. And the one that I think has stood me in really good stead 

throughout my life is this one: If a job’s worth doing, its worth doing well! If a job’s worth doing, 

its worth doing well!  

There’s actually two parts to this wise old saying. The first, most obvious part is that which exhorts 

us to give our very best to the things we do, to set a high standard for ourselves and to stick to it. Its 

an approach to what we do that engenders a healthy pride in our work; that encourages us to 

persevere, to see the job through, and to make sure that we do it to the very best of our ability. It is 

the opposite of the attitude that near enough is good enough, and its an attitude that underpins effort 

and diligence, commitment and responsibility. But the other part of this saying is equally important. 

And that’s the part that advises us to make wise choices about what we actually take on. If a job’s 

worth doing, its worth doing well! We can’t do everything. Often we have to choose between things 

that need our attention - we need to prioritise, we need to make decisions about what is most 

important, what is most worthwhile. When I was a young parent with two preschool children I was 

raising on my own, and a full-time, very demanding job, I found this saying really helped me 



prioritise- to make decisions about what really mattered amongst the myriad of tasks that were 

demanding my attention. Making good decisions about what really matters, and then giving those 

things your absolute all, is a really important wisdom. 

Today’s readings, each in their own way, are actually about a very similar wisdom. For example, 

Paul, in his message to the Philippians, writes about what had once been important to him: a 

member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews, as a Pharisee 

Paul’s focus had been the law. And his had been a zealous focus. It had made him a persecutor of 

the Way of Jesus, of the early Christian church. But that was before. After his Christian conversion 

of heart, Paul writes how all this became as nothing, indeed was as if “rubbish”, in the light of his 

new understanding of the surpassing value of knowing Jesus Christ as Lord. For Paul, the great 

insight his conversion gave him was the wisdom, the certainty, that what was most important of all 

was gaining Christ, and being found in him. That was the most important thing, the priority. And it 

was to be attained not through a righteousness of his own through being blameless under the law. 

Rather this gaol, this priority, this thing worth everything, was to be attained through faith in Christ, 

a righteousness that comes from God based on faith. And for Paul, this recognition of what mattered 

most meant that this was now what he would give his all to: “I press on to make it my own … 

forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on towards the goal 

towards the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.” 

Lent is a time for us to reflect on what is most important to us in our lives right now. What are our 

priorities? What things do we choose to do amongst the myriad of calls on our attention and time? 

And when we identify, like Paul, what really matters, are we giving it our all? 

I think Mary of Bethany is a beautiful example of the wisdom of choosing what truly matters and 

then giving it your all. We already know from Luke 10:42 that Mary is a woman capable of very 

wise decisions. Whilst her sister Martha was distracted by many tasks, and was busy, busy, busy, 

Mary - we are told - sat at the feet of Jesus and listened to what he was saying. Martha was 

indignant, saying to Jesus, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by 

myself? Tell her then to help me.” But Jesus says, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted 

by many things; there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be 

taken away from her.” In our Gospel reading today, we see Mary again making a good choice about 

what to give her attention to, and having done so, she gives it her all. She chooses to love Jesus, to 



worship him, and she gives this her all. She anoints the feet of Jesus, she wipes his feet with her 

hair. And she uses not just any old ointment, but the most costly available, made of pure nard. Mary 

understood the wisdom of the saying, “If a job’s worth doing, its worth doing well”. And she lived 

it. 

Our time of Lenten observances is coming to an end. Maybe we’ve had the wisdom to see this as a 

priority and have given Lent our all. Or maybe we haven’t. But its never too late! Our Christian 

faith is a faith based on the open offer of new life, of hope in the midst of despair, of resurrection 

out of death. Let us commit anew to perceive this new thing that the prophet Isaiah speaks about, 

this promise of a way in the wilderness, of rivers in the desert, these great things the Lord has done 

for us, that will bring us home with shouts of joy. And then, let us give them our all. 

+In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.


