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Readings: 

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 

Ps 27 

Philippians 3:17 - 4:1 

Luke 13:31-35 

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, 

my strength and my redeemer.  Amen. 

Sermon: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. (John 1:4) 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. (John 1:4) 

Today we again find ourselves reeling from the horror of hatred and murderous violence, this time 

enacted by white supremacist terrorists upon people of the Islamic faith in Christchurch NZ on 

Friday. Our hearts are heavy with grief for the people who were killed or injured and their families 

and friends. Sadly, we know this is not an isolated attack. Throughout the world, attacks of this kind 

on people of faith are frequent occurrences. What makes these recent attacks all the more graphic 

for us is their occurrence in the neighbouring country of New Zealand, a country known world-wide 

for its respect for diversity, inclusion and harmony, a country that prides itself on its commitment to 

equity, compassion and kindness. That such a country, and such a people, could be the target of such 

callous acts of terror brings home very starkly that those who enact hatred and violence know no 

bounds and have no compassion. Their vengeful violence is anathema to all who stand for peace 

and hope and love. We utterly reject such evil acts of murder, and we condemn them, these acts, in 

the strongest possible terms. 

The Gospel according to John begins with some complex words about the coming into the world of 

Jesus Christ. Rather than a straightforward description of his human birth in a stable, as we find in 

Matthew and Luke, John begins with a beautifully written, remarkable prologue about Jesus as the 

Word made flesh. In the beginning was the Word, and Word was with God, and the Word was God 

(John 1:1). John’s goal in this Gospel is to bring us to a belief that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 



God, and that through this belief, we may have life in his name. This life to which we as Christians 

are called is a life lived in the light, a life of love of God and love of others. And at times of 

darkness, as we mourn with our New Zealand sisters and brothers, we cling to the hope we receive 

from John’s Gospel, that the light of Christ - the light of God who is love - does indeed shine in the 

darkness and, most importantly, that the darkness does not, will never, overcome it. 

Later this morning here at St Nicholas’, we are holding a prayer vigil for peace, which will include 

a time of silent prayer for all those affected by the terrorist attacks in New Zealand on Friday. Please 

do join with me and your fellow parishioners as we share our grief, mourn those who have lost their 

life, and pray for their family and friends. Our prayer vigil is a way for us to stand in solidarity with 

all people of love and hope and faith throughout the world in our abhorrence and total rejection of 

hatred and violence in all its forms. 

It very often is the case that words of Scripture speak directly and remarkably to our particular 

human condition. Psalm 27 that we heard this morning, set for the second Sunday of Lent in our 

lectionary, speaks eloquently to our needs today. David writes: 

The Lord is my light and my salvation; 

whom shall I fear? 

The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 

of whom shall I be afraid? 

… 

Teach me your way, O Lord, 

and lead me on the level path … 

Do not give me up to the will of my adversaries … breathing out violence. 

I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. 

Wait for the Lord; 

be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord! 

Standing firm in the Lord, taking courage in all that is good and right and true - in the Godly virtues 

of love and faith and hope - is also the message of our second reading from Philippians. Paul warns 

the Philippians to be aware of those who live as enemies of such virtues - those whose end is 



destruction, whose glory is in their shame, whose minds are set on earthly things. He reminds them, 

and us, that our citizenship is in heaven, that our love and faith and hope are bound by Godly, 

heavenly values that transform us more and more closely to the model of Jesus Christ, who is love 

and hope personified, God - who is love - made man. 

So let us pray: 

Grant, O Lord, for the sake of those whose lives were lost in the terrible recent attacks in 

Christchurch, and for the sake of the generations to come, that all people may learn your way of 

peace; and that all people may have the chance to enjoy the life you have given us, free from 

violence, tyranny and oppression. We uphold before you O God, our Muslim sisters and brothers 

who were attacked whilst at prayer; those who have lost their lives, those who were injured and 

their families and friends. Comfort those who mourn, and give strength to all who tend the injured 

and distressed, the police, the emergency workers, hospital and other medical professionals, and the 

pastors and counsellors who are caring for them at this time. By your grace enable us this day to 

dedicate ourselves anew to the cause of justice, freedom and peace. Give us the wisdom and 

strength to build a better world, beginning with our own families and communities, for the honour 

and glory of your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

+In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Prayer for peace at prayer vigil 

Almighty God of justice, in whose kingdom righteousness and compassion abound, we pray for 

peace in the world. We pray for all those affected by the recent terrorist attacks in New Zealand, and 

all those throughout the world whose lives are marred by violence, hatred and injustice. Take away, 

we pray, all prejudice, cruelty and revenge and transform hearts so that they are filled with love and 

hope. Grant that all the barriers that divide us, one from another, may crumble, suspicions disappear 

and hatreds cease. These things we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


