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Reflection from Rev’d Robyn  
Once a week or so, I find myself transported into the Scottish Highlands, when I talk with my son and 

his family from their home on the edge of Cromarty Firth. This week my 18 month old granddaughter 

was waving around her current favourite book: A Hebridean Alphabet (“B” for “boggy burn” – what 

else, I ask you!) Even before Stuart and Charlotte bought their home there, I was drawn to things 

Scottish – perhaps the blood coursing through me from my Scottish Presbyterian minister great-

grandfather. It’s no surprise to find that there are many elements of the  revival in Celtic Christianity 

that appeal to me.  

There’s an earthiness to the Celtic way of seeing things – seeing God at work and play in his 

creation and the grounded understanding that in the incarnation – God becoming flesh on earth – 

matter matters.  There’s also a playfulness that frolics through many of the prayers and blessings, 

which I find are one of the strengths of this spirituality. In the images of the Celtic knots and circles, 

that date back to pre-Christian Celtic times but reinterpreted within Christianity, we are drawn to God 

the Trinity, God of all time and eternity.  One Christian revisioning of the earlier pagan Celtic cross is 

that the cross was put on top of the circle (which otherwise represented the sun god and moon 

goddess) to illustrate Christ as the supreme God. Another explanation is the circle as symbolic of 

eternity, emphasizing the eternal everlasting love of God demonstrated through Jesus’ sacrifice on 

the cross. Enjoy these Celtic payers and blessings! 

 

 
 

************* 

         
 

I arise today 
Through a mighty strength:  
God's power to guide me, 
God's might to uphold me, 
God's eyes to watch over me; 
God's ear to hear me, 
God's word to give me speech, 
God's hand to guard me, 
God's way to lie before me, 
God's shield to shelter me, 
God's host to secure me.  
 
 1st Millenium - Bridgid Of Gael 



 

                                                                                      

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Readings and some hymn suggestions 

Sunday, Pentecost 5, 5th July Sunday, Pentecost 6,  12 July 

Genesis 24:34-38,42-49,58-67 

Psalm 45:10-17 

Romans 7:14-25 

Matthew 11:15-19,25-30 

Genesis 25:19-34 

Psalm 119:105-112 

Romans 8:1-11 

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

TiS 693 Come as you are, that's how I want you  

TiS 590 What a Friend we have in Jesus 

TiS 168 For the Fruits of All Creation 

TiS 130 We Plough the Fields and Scatter 

 

     
 
 
For your reflection: “God is right here in the thick of our day-by-day lives…trying to get 
messages through our blindness as we move around down here knee-deep in the fragrant 
muck and misery and marvel of the world.” (from Frederick Buechner) 

 

This Newsletter comes from: Rev’d Robyn Boyd, 

St Nicholas Mordialloc Locum Priest    0418 648 331; 
robynboyd@fastmail.fm 

Continuing the series: Great Biblical Battles in History: 

BIBLE TRANSLATIONS 
The Reformers, reinforced by the ever-improving printing industry, brought new 

life to vernacular translations of the Bible. No longer was the only Bible the Latin Vulgate, 

but new translations in German and English rolled off the press – Luther’s German Bible 

in 1522 (NT) and 1534 (complete, with apocrypha); Tyndale’s English Bible in 1535 

(sadly, King Henry VIII wasn’t happy, and chopped off his head in 1536). But translating 

was unstoppable. The (English) Geneva Bible (1560), (largely based on Tyndale’s Bible), 

with its very Reformed margin notes,  became the favourite of the  Calvinists/Puritans. 

Successive English Monarchs  commissioned  The Great Bible (1539 – Henry VIII) and 

the  Bishops Bible (1568 -Elizabeth 1). Then in 1604, King James 1 commissioned his 

Bible, The Authorized or King James Bible (largely a rewrite of Tyndale’s and the 

Bishop’s Bible)– today still loved for its language  and used throughout the world. 

However –problems abound with any of these translations! Politics and theological 

preferences worm their way in, and end up shaping – even twisting – our biblical and 

theological understanding. More about that next week!  

 

Another Celtic Blessing  

May you have -  

Walls for the wind  

And a roof for the rain,  

And drinks beside the fire  

Laughter to cheer you  

And those you love near you,  

And all that your heart may desire 


