
St Nicholas’ Anglican Church, Mordialloc, Sunday 30th June, 2019 (Third Sunday 

after Pentecost) 

Revd Dr Sharne Rolfe,Vicar 

Readings: 

2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 

Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 

Galatians 5:1, 13-25 

Luke 9:51-62 

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your 

sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.  Amen. 

Sermon: Imagine! 

As we so often say on the occasion of a baptism, what a great joy it is for our 

community to have the opportunity to witness and share in the sacredness of this 

welcoming of a new member into the Church of God and the Body of Christ. 

Baptism, as our Anglican Prayer Book tells us, is the gift of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

After his resurrection, Jesus commanded his followers to go forth, making disciples of 

all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. In just a few moments, I will re-enact this sacred, ancient ritual with Amelia, 

and she will be joined to Christ, a member forever of the Church universal.  

Baptism with water signifies the cleansing from sin that Jesus’ death made possible. 

Water is also a symbol of new life. After the recent rains we have had here in 

Melbourne, we can all really relate to this symbolism. Just as we notice the green 

shoots emerging and a vibrancy in all our gardens after rain, so the waters of baptism 

reveal the new life that God gives us through the Holy Spirit. We also use precious 

oils in baptism.  After the water is poured on Amelia’s head, and I say the sacred 

words that have been uttered across the centuries, I will then sign her forehead with 



the sign of the cross. This symbolises the promises of God, signed and sealed for 

Amelia forever. She will become God’s for eternity. And that is something to be truly 

excited about! 

Having a family bring their child for baptism is the greatest of encouragements to a 

Christian community. So Andrew, Miranda, Maddie and all your family, I thank you 

for sharing this special occasion with the St Nicholas’ community today. It is the 

greatest of privileges that you have afforded us, and we acknowledge this and thank 

you for it. And for our part, we as a Christian community hope you feel a welcomed 

part of us. Forever, eternity, is a long time. And in God’s forever, love is at its heart. In 

bringing Amelia to be baptised today, you have responded to that love. Together, 

during the baptism rite, we all express our trust in and commitment to the promises of 

God. Whilst Andrew, Miranda and Amelia’s godparents David and Diana will be the 

ones to promise to bring Amelia up in the faith and practice of the Church, we all will 

promise to help and support you in that. It is good to have Amelia’s baptism take 

place in front of not only family and family friends, but in the presence of a loving, 

supportive, living and breathing Christian community of which you now are a very 

important part. 

So we are about to witness an awesome thing. Let me not delay too much more with a 

lengthy sermon! What I simply want to do is remind us all of the words of Paul in his 

letter to the Galatians that was read in our second reading today. Paul reminds the 

Galatians, and he reminds us all, that it is for freedom that Christ has set us free. It is 

for freedom that Christ has set us free. As a child of God through baptism, Amelia is 

today being set free, as we all have been set free. But it is a freedom that is to be 

cherished and used wisely, not as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but by becoming 

a slave to love. A slave to love. A slave to love in community. As Christians, Paul 

reminds us that we are to live by the Spirit, not by the desires of the flesh. Some of 

those fleshly desires are so obvious they hardly need mentioning - fornication, 

impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, drunkeness and sorcery. But other works of the flesh 

are perhaps subtler. Paul teaches that if a community is to identify what is not of the 



Spirit, that community must be on the lookout for these other “works of the flesh” 

too: enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions and factions. If we see these 

at work, Paul warns, they are evidence of sinfulness- that which distances us from 

God and godly living. They are definitely not the fruits of the Spirit. And Paul is not 

coy about such things. God through Paul warns us: those who do such things will not 

inherit the kingdom of heaven. 

Instead, in a Christian community we strive for the fruits of the Spirit: love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. As 

John Lennon entreated us to do, imagine! Imagine what this world would be like if 

everyone lived, as God commanded, by the fruits of the Spirit. Imagine a world in 

which every human interaction, every human encounter, every human relationship 

was marked by love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 

gentleness, and self-control. Imagine. And if you let your mind, your heart, and your 

soul expand broadly enough to imagine just this, then what you will see before you is 

heaven on earth. This is the promised Kingdom of God, of heaven, on earth. This is 

true love of neighbour. This is the freedom to which Amelia is being called through 

baptism today. This is the freedom to which everyone who belongs to Jesus Christ is 

called.  

So we give praise and thanksgiving to God today for the great sacrament of baptism 

that we are about to enact and witness. We do not take this lightly. We do so in full 

recognition of the sacredness of what is about to happen, of the solemnity and joy of 

the sacrament of rebirth in Jesus Christ that has been given to us. In that solemnity 

and joy, we pray that Amelia’s life will be a life truly lived in the Spirit. And we pray 

that the fruits of that Spirit will be always evident in her, and in us, through God’s 

most marvellous works. 

+ In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 




