
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY READINGS            

 

A reading from the book of Job  

             (Job 42:1-6, 10-17) 

          

Then Job answered the LORD: 

"I know that you can do all things, and that no 

purpose of yours can be thwarted. 'Who is this 

that hides counsel without knowledge?' 

Therefore I have uttered what I did not 

understand, things too wonderful for me, which 

I did not know. 'Hear, and I will speak; I will 

question you, and you declare to me.' I had 

heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now 

my eye sees you; therefore I despise myself, and 

repent in dust and ashes." And the LORD 

restored the fortunes of Job when he had prayed 

for his friends; and the LORD gave Job twice as 

much as he had before. 

 

Then there came to him all his brothers and 

sisters and all who had known him before, and 

they ate bread with him in his house; they 

showed him sympathy and comforted him for all 

the evil that the LORD had brought upon him; 

and each of them gave him a piece of money 

and a gold ring. The LORD blessed the latter 

days of Job more than his beginning; and he had 

fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, a 

thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand 

donkeys. He also had seven sons and three 

daughters. He named the first Jemimah, the 

second Keziah, and the third Keren-happuch. In 

all the land there were no women so beautiful as 

Job's daughters; and their father gave them an 

inheritance along with their brothers. After this 

Job lived one hundred and forty years, and saw 

Anglican Parish of St Nicholas, Mordialloc 

 

Sunday Worship 
Resource 

 

Keeping us Connected  
as the Body of Christ 

A SUNDAY RESOURCE FOR WORSHIP AT HOME 
~~ 22nd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST ~~ 24th October 2021 ~~ 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God,  

you give light to the blind and comfort to the 

sorrowing, and in your Son you have given us 

a High Priest who has offered the true sacrifice 

for us and yet can sympathise with us in our 

weakness: 

hear the cry of your people and lead us home 

to our true country, where with your Son and 

the Holy Spirit, you live and reign, one God,  

in glory everlasting.  

Amen 

 

A PRAYER DURING THIS TIME OF 

LOCKDOWN… 

Lord Jesus,  

we know you are our constant companion  

as we battle the loneliness and isolation  

that this current COVID-19 lockdown brings to 

so many. As we near the end of lockdown,  

help us to be sensible in our decision making  

in the days ahead.  

Give us strength to be patient.  

Comfort those who are weary of this fight. 

This we pray. Amen. 



his children, and his children's children, four 

generations. And Job died, old and full of days.  

May your word live in us 

and bear much fruit to your glory. 

 

 

Psalm  34: 1-8 

I will bless the Lord at all times; 

   his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

My soul makes its boast in the Lord; 

   let the humble hear and be glad. 

O magnify the Lord with me, 

   and let us exalt his name together. 

I sought the Lord, and he answered me, 

   and delivered me from all my fears. 

Look to him, and be radiant; 

   so your faces shall never be ashamed. 

This poor soul cried, and was heard by the 

Lord, 

   and was saved from every trouble. 

The angel of the Lord encamps 

   around those who fear him, and delivers 

them. 

O taste and see that the Lord is good; 

   happy are those who take refuge in him. 

 

A reading from Hebrews  

   (Hebrews 7:21-28) 

 

Furthermore, the former priests were many in 

number, because they were prevented by death 

from continuing in office; but he holds his 

priesthood permanently, because he continues 

forever. Consequently he is able for all time to 

save those who approach God through him, 

since he always lives to make intercession for 

them. For it was fitting that we should have such 

a high priest, holy, blameless, undefiled, 

separated from sinners, and exalted above the 

heavens. Unlike the other high priests, he has no 

need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his 

own sins, and then for those of the people; this 

he did once for all when he offered himself. For 

the law appoints as high priests those who are 

subject to weakness, but the word of the oath, 

which came later than the law, appoints a Son 

who has been made perfect forever. 

May your word live in us 

and bear much fruit to your glory.  

 

 

REFLECTION 

 

Our passage begins with Jesus and his disciple’s 

leaving Jericho.  

 

They are heading for Jerusalem.  

 

It is the place to which Jesus pointed in two of 

his three predictions regarding his suffering, 

death, and resurrection.  

 

There is an ever deepening sense of imminent 

arrival. Everything from here happens in and 

around Jerusalem.  

 

As happens quite often on Mark’s Gospel, our 

passage today tells of a healing.  

 

Large crowds walk past a blind man, as they too, 

like Jesus and his disciples are walking towards 

Jerusalem. Bartimaeus is begging.  

 

Begging is not a business of hope. It is about 

survival. It is not an activity that will make 

plenty of money, on a good day there may just 

enough to get by.  

HOLY GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to Mark  (Mark 10: 46-52) 

 Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples 

and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, 

Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was 

sitting by the roadside. When he heard that it 

was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out 

and say, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on 

me!’ Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but 

he cried out even more loudly, ‘Son of David, 

have mercy on me!’ Jesus stood still and said, 

‘Call him here.’ And they called the blind man, 

saying to him, ‘Take heart; get up, he is calling 

you.’ So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up 

and came to Jesus. Then Jesus said to him, 

‘What do you want me to do for you?’ The 

blind man said to him, ‘My teacher, let me see 

again.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go; your faith has 

made you well.’ Immediately he regained his 

sight and followed him on the way.  

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 



So at first glance, it would seem that if 

anyone is stuck it is this blind man. 

 

But on hearing that this crowd is gathered 

around Jesus, Bartimaeus shouts his request:  

‘Jesus, son of David, have mercy on me!’  

 

We can almost hear him. It is a raw, 

desperate, demanding sort of shout.   

To him this must look like an only chance –  

get Jesus’ attention now or this life of 

begging will be the whole story for 

Bartimaeus.  

 

The crowd’s objections strengthen  

his determination as he shouts or perhaps 

prays still louder:  

‘Jesus, son of David, have mercy on me!’ 

 

And against the odds it works!  

 

Jesus hears him, stops, and commands the 

crowd to call him. Now the mood changes 

as the followers move from abuse to 

encouragement.  

 

Bartimaeus throws off his garment, springs 

to his feet, and comes to Jesus. 

A spontaneous and enthusiastic response. 

 

We might think Jesus’ inquiry into why he is 

calling out a bit unnecessary, after all surely 

a blind man wants to see. And so it is with 

Bartimaeus. There is no contentment with 

his situation; no holding onto the past; no 

concern for dignity.  

 

On Jesus’ part there is no touch, no prayer, 

no preparing of mud. His role is reduced to 

the acknowledgment of trust. 

 

And so blind Bartimaeus now sees. 

 

Given the readings we have had the last few 

weeks, we could wonder if perhaps Mark is 

deliberately contrasting the simple faith of 

Bartimaeus’ with that of the disciples.  

 

After all next to this spontaneous trust of 

Bartimaeus, stands the faith of the twelve.  

 

 

INTERCESSIONS  

Jesus, son of David, as he once heard the cry of blind 

Bartimaeus, hear the cries of your people today. 

 

1. We pray for the peoples of the world, for harmony, 

justice and peace: for leaders of tribes and nations, for 

those who govern or administer the law; for victims of 

corruption, incompetence or aggression. When we are 

blind to the injustices we inflict on others, when we fail to 

recognise exploitation and oppression, Jesus, son of David, 

let us see again. 

 

2. We pray for this land and its people, for tolerance, 

compassion and integrity: for all involved in the process of 

reconciliation; for all who are marginalised, unheard or 

forgotten. When we are blind to discrimination and 

prejudice, when we lack the vision to forge a common 

future, Jesus, son of David, let us see again. 

 

3. We pray for the church, for its ministry and mission 

in the world: for leaders of churches and for all who bring 

your good news to others; for the clergy and people of our 

parish. When we are blind to your promises and 

your purpose, when we have two little faith in your power, 

Jesus, son of David, let us see again. 

 

4. We pray for our local community, for our families, 

and our neighbours and our friends: for those are 

unemployed, and those who are overworked; for the 

homeless, the hungry and those without hope. When we 

are blind to the plight of the poor, when we are unaware 

of our selfishness and greed, Jesus, son of David, let us see 

again. 

 

5. We pray for all in need, for comfort for the sad and 

relief for the suffering: for the bereaved and the lonely and 

for those who have lost their sight; for the sick and the 

dying and for all who care for them. When we are blind to 

the distress of those around us, when we ignore our own  

needs, Jesus, son of David, let us see again. 

 

6. We remember your faithful people of every age and 

those dear to us who we now recall. May we, like them, 

place our trust in you, receive your healing word and 

follow in your way, that we may come into your presence 

and see the radiance of your glory. Jesus, son of David, let 

us see again. 

 

7. Knowing that you listen to your people, and  

and hear their cry, we bring before you our own prayers 

and petitions.  

Jesus, son of David, let us see again. 

 

Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.  

Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your 

grace receive, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 



BISHOP PAUL’S WEEKLY SERMON 

 

Reading: Mark 10: 46-52 

Youtube link: https://youtu.be/GaYpotmqeG4 

 

ONLINE WORSHIP FROM ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL… 
SUNDAY 24th October 2021 

----------------------------------------- 

8.00am  

BCP Service of Holy Communion  

www.youtube.com/watch?v=eTY_jS6E6oM 

 

10.00am Sung Eucharist 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=J1z8nj6N7b8 
 

 

 

 

The disciples do not come up looking that good. 

  

*  they are ‘stuck’ in their silent response to 

Jesus’ predictions of his death and rising, once 

they arrive in Jerusalem; 

* they are ‘stuck’ in the ways of the self-serving 

world around them, remember James and John’s 

request last week;  

* and they are ‘stuck’ in a very limited and safe 

understanding of the kingdom, and Jesus’ 

Messiahship.  

 

But this newly seeing beggar is so different.  

He demonstrates courage in the face of 

adversity; responds to Jesus’ invitation with 

unbridled enthusiasm, and 

knows exactly what he wants 

from the Messiah. 

 

When Jesus puts it all together 

he, perhaps for the sake of the 

disciples, calls it ‘faith’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And for that matter so did the early church.  

They gave a name the cry of Bartimaeus, one we 

still know it by today.  

 

It is an ancient prayer chant, use in meditation   

called the The Jesus Prayer. 

 

It encouraged this man’s plea to be seen and 

followed as an example of genuine faith. 

 

‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me’. 

 

An example of faith for the disciples,  

for the early church, and, of course, for us. 

 

 

 

 

  


