
St Nicholas’ Anglican Church, Mordialloc, Sunday 6th October, 2019 (Feast of St Francis of Assisi 

- BLESSING OF THE PETS) 

Revd Dr Sharne Rolfe,Vicar 

Readings: 

Genesis 1:20-25 

Psalm 104:10-25 

Matthew 6:25-33 

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, 

my strength and my redeemer.  Amen. 

Sermon: Caring for God’s created world 

Today we are here to celebrate our pets and to ask for God’s blessings on them. These are good 

things to do because our pets are very special to us, just as we are very special to our pets. But I 

think today’s Scripture readings are broader than that, encouraging us to remember how wonderful 

ALL of God’s creation is, and how important it is for us to do everything we can to care for that 

creation. 

Caring for the world and all created things, caring for our environment and not continuing to pollute 

it, has been very big news in the media recently. Like you, I saw Greta Thunberg’s impassioned 

speech to the recent United Nations’ Climate Action Summit. I know that this speech elicited a 

range of responses from people throughout the world, and even amongst those gathered here today 

in this church, there is a range of views, positive and negative, about that speech. But no matter how 

you responded to the speech, I think I’d be right in saying that what this 16-year old from Sweden 

had to say has got us all thinking about what is happening to God’s created world in ways we hadn’t 

done before. Greta contends in her speech that we are on the edge of a mass extinction, and she lays 

the blame for that squarely on those of us who have had this precious creation in our hands for the 

past 30, 40, 50 or more years. Some, I know, are saying she is exaggerating terribly. Some, I know, 

are saying she is wrong, and causing unnecessary anxiety in a generation of young people around 



the world. And some are saying she just might be right, that she is simply saying what science has 

been saying for a long time now. Either way, none of us can argue against the fact that the world’s 

ecosystems are in terrible crisis. Plastics and micro plastics are everywhere, even in what might be 

expected to be the most pristine, remote regions of our earth. Profound climate change is occurring 

and many people and countries are suffering as a result. Air pollution in certain parts of the world is 

so bad people must now wear face masks to be safe. Creation is crying, wilderness is being lost, 

God’s creatures are in pain. 

So we are here today to do something that is nice - that makes us feel good, having our pets blessed. 

There’s nothing wrong with that. We love our pets. And our pets teach us about love. They make 

our lives so much better and God teaches us through our pets - that with love all things are possible. 

They teach us about loyalty, about kindness, and about caring for each other. 

But let us all remember the deeper message for all of us today. Yes, God’s created world is good, 

but God relies on us to care for it, in fact has commanded us to care for it. Just like our pets need us 

to care for them, so God charges us with the responsibility to care for all of the created world - the 

environment, the plants and animals in it, and of course all the peoples of the world.  

We have been given such an amazing gift in the beauty of our world and all that is in it. Let us 

confess and say sorry for all the times we have not cared for God’s creation, when we have been 

greedy and our greed has depleted the earth’s resources, preventing some of God’s creation from 

thriving and living in the abundance that God wants for us all. Let us commit here and now to care 

better for this beautiful created world that is God’s gift to us. And let us give thanks for this gift, and 

for God’s love for us, from which all creation flows. 

+In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Pets’ Blessing: “May God bless each of you with health and safety and well-being and long 
life. And may God bless your relationship together so that it may be filled with love and 
joy.”


