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Readings: 

Amos 7:7-17 

Psalm 82 

Colossians 1:1-14 

Luke10:25-37 

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your 

sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.  Amen. 

Sermon: Encouragement 

Well I have to be honest and say that my mind and heart is so focused on Siberia and 

the Russian Far East, where I am heading for three weeks tomorrow, that it was a bit 

hard to sit down this week and write a sermon that makes any sense at all. I could 

have cheated, and looked for an old sermon written three years ago on Luke’s story of 

the Good Samaritan. Or I could have gone completely off-script and preached about 

the value of tradition, using the example of the “Old Believers” who I have been 

reading about recently. In the Russian Orthodox Church, the Old Believers or Old 

Ritualists are Eastern Orthodox Christians who maintain the liturgical and ritual 

practices of the Eastern Orthodox Church as they existed prior to the reforms of 

Patriarch Nikon of Moscow in the 17th century. On one of our days in Siberia, our 

group will be visiting and worshipping with some of these Old Believers, and hearing 

from them about their beliefs. But if I give a sermon about them now, I won’t be able 

to do so when I get back. And I suspect I’ll have more of interest to say about all that 

after I’ve been there. So, rather than cheating, and rather than going off-script, I’ve 

decided just to say a few words about our second reading, the one from Colossians. Its 

taken from the very beginning of Paul’s letter to the people of Colossae, and its so full 



of encouragement that it really would be a pity not to speak a little about it today. 

Colossae was a city in Asia Minor located in an area that is now part of south-western 

Turkey. Though Paul had never visited the city, he wrote from prison in order to 

encourage the Colossians and warn them against false teaching regarding things like 

angel worship and various ascetical practices. 

Rather than launching a full-scale attack on the falsehoods that threatened the 

community, Paul instead begins by asserting Christ’s supremacy over all creation. No 

power, visible or invisible, Paul teaches, is greater than Christ, the head of the church. 

Only through Christ are we reconciled to God. Therefore, Christians need not placate 

the spirits nor slavishly follow religious rules and regulations. The book of Colossians 

reminds us that we needn’t waste energy on superstitious beliefs or legalistic 

practices. Instead we are to give ourselves to the task of becoming like Christ, 

imitating his virtues and allowing his peace to rule in our hearts. The story of the good 

Samaritan is a wonderful example of what becoming like Christ might look like, and 

it is no coincidence that it is found only in the Gospel of Luke. Luke’s Gospel is all 

about the expanse of Christ’s saving power. An important part of Luke’s Gospel is to 

show that Jesus came to save all of humanity, not only the Jewish people. More than 

any of the other Gospels, Luke presents Jesus as a man who loves the poor, raises up 

the lowly and forgives sinners, even to the point of asking his Father to forgive those 

who crucified him. No one, Luke emphases, is outside the circle of God’s grace. 

Which brings me full circle back to the theme of encouragement that is at the heart of 

our reading from Colossians today. Even before Paul speaks to the Colossians about 

the supremacy of Christ, he focuses on encouraging them in other ways. In fact, all of 

today’s reading, verses 1-14 of Chapter 1, are a thanksgiving by Paul for these people 

of Colossae. He refers to them in his salutation as “the saints and faithful brothers and 

sisters in Christ in Colossae”. He reassures them that he always remember them with 

gratitude in his prayers to God about them, and he remarks on how the word of God is 

bearing fruit among them, evidenced in their love in the Spirit. He tells them that he 

has not ceased praying for them, asking God that they may be filled with the 



knowledge of God’s wisdom and understanding, that they may lead lives fully 

pleasing to God, as they bear fruit and grow in the knowledge of God. 

It’s a wonderful thing to be prayed for. Many of us know that first-hand. The act of 

being prayed for by another means so much - it is a gift of great generosity of spirit 

and it gives witness to a shared faith and hope in the one to whom we pray. Here at St 

Nicholas’ we have active prayer ministries - one that meets faithfully during Holy 

Communion each Sunday, and our much valued prayer chain ministry led by Claire 

who lets us know those in need of prayer if they wish to be prayed for. Knowing you 

are being prayed for is such an encouragement. And I can only imagine what an 

encouragement it must have been for the ancient people of Colossae to know that Paul 

was a praying for them, and giving thanks for their faith. 

So let us put ourselves, just for a moment, in their position: new to faith, part of a 

fledgling Christian movement, beset on every side by those who would try to 

destabilise their faith with false teachings and trickery. Paul writes: 

“May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from God’s glorious power, 

and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving 

thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in 

the light. He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the 

kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” 

So today we give thanks for Paul’s words to the Colossians, and to us. We give thanks 

for his encouragement through these words. We give thanks for the encouragement of 

our various prayer ministries at St Nicholas’, and we pray that like the Colossians, we 

may be be faithful to God’s word, and bear the fruit of love for each other in the 

Spirit, as we are called to do. 

+ In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 


