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Second Sunday of Easter 
     From Fr. Ron  
      Dear Friends,  

Christ is Risen, he is risen indeed Alleluia.  

Welcome to my first ‘Mordialloc Moorings”!  

Let me begin by offering my thanks to all those who in whatever way made my arrival into your 

parish such a happy and easy one. The Commissioning service was for me personally (I hope also 

for you) an occasion of great joy as we together committed ourselves to this next stage in the life of 

the parish. Members of my family especially felt welcomed by everyone. My thanks to those who 

worked so hard to either organise that service, or who helped out on the night. If you wish to see 

some photos of the service, (sadly I’m not that photogenic!) some have been uploaded to our 

Facebook page already.  

Coming into a new parish there is always much to learn as to the structures, routines and culture. 

But we should always remember that the parish is the people who belong to it, the “ecclesia’ or 

gathered community who commit themselves to proclaim the Good News in this locality. As a 

parish priest, it has always been at the heart of my ministry to create a deep pastoral relationships. 

To begin this I will over the coming weeks and months seek to visit you and share a cuppa, as we 

begin to know each other. So expect to get a call.  

Continuing in this theme, over the next few weeks, I want to reflect on pastoral relationships, not 

just mine to you, but more importantly our relationship with each other in Christ. I’ll use as a 

reference piont one of the hymns I chose for my Commissioning, commonly called the Servant 

Song, the first line of which reads: ‘Brother, sister, let me serve you, let me be as Christ to you;…’ 

As we begin this new stage in the life of the parish, please keep me and the parish in your prayers, 

just I already hold you up to God in prayer everyday.  

Yours in the Risen Christ. Fr Ron.  

  

Reflectioning on the Ressurrection - Doubting Thomas Believes…. 
I wonder would it be right to suggest that after Judas who betrayed Jesus, Thomas is perhaps the 

least liked apostle and follower of Jesus. After all he had been with Jesus for three years during his 

public ministry. He heard Jesus speak and teach. He had seen and 

experienced some of Jesus’ most power miracles. He had prayed and 

eaten with Jesus on numerous occasions. And yet, Thomas still 

doubted that Jesus had risen from the dead. I do feel sorry for him. He 

is forever known as the one who would not or could not believe. He 

wanted and needed concrete evidence that Jesus had indeed risen 

and was alive. 

After his resurrection, Jesus continues to appear to his friends and 

followers. Through appearing to the men and women who were his 

friends and followers, he encourages and strengthens them; he calms 

their fears. When he appears to them, he says, Peace be with you, do 

not be afraid. Thomas is not with them when Jesus appears. The 



others tell him that Jesus had appeared to them and spoke to them. But he does not believe and 

he is not convinced and so ‘Doubting Thomas’ is born.’ I think we have to be careful about over 

criticising Thomas for his apparent lack of faith. Perhaps we should admire and applaud him for his 

honesty and conviction. He is honest with himself and others. He desperately wants to meet and 

experience the risen Jesus for himself. 

He is not the only one who doubted that Jesus had risen. When Mary Magdalene told the others 

that she had met the Risen Lord, none of them believed her. In fact, most if not all the followers of 

Jesus doubted. 

When Jesus does appear again, he asks Thomas to touch and put his finger into his wounds. Then 

he can have the proof he needs to believe. But the gospel doesn’t say that Thomas did this. Instead 

it tells us that he cried out loudly, ‘My Lord and my God.’ This is the prayer of someone who 

believes, not someone who doubts. 

None of us go through life without struggles and doubts. There are times when we are at our 

weakest, whether physically, emotionally our spirituality. Difficult as it can be, we have to believe 

and trust that Jesus is with us just as was with 

Thomas. Jesus is always with us, especially when 

we feel we are most alone and doubting. When 

we are struggling to believe, it can help to realise 

that we are not in control and neither are we on 

our own. It can be a time of growth for us as we 

reach out and ask God to help us with our doubts 

and whatever we are struggling with. 

When have these doubts, may we have the faith 

and courage of Thomas. Like him, may we say 

with courage and conviction, My Lord and my 

God. 
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 Readings for the next two weeks 

Easter 3, 
April 11 

Acts 3. 12-20; Psalm 4; 1 John 2. 15-17, 3. 1-6.  Gospel: Luke 24.36b-48 

 

Easter 4, 
April 25 

Acts 4. 5-12; Psalm 23; 1 John 3.16-24. Gospel: John 10.11-18 

Nicholas News 

† ANZAC Day – Sunday 25th April 2021. Due to COVID restrictions being relaxed, there will be 

a service of commemoration at the Gallipoli Precinct beginning at 10.15am  

PLEASE NOTE: ON THIS SUNDAY OUR WORSHIP SERVICE WILL BEGIN AT 9.00AM 

† A reminder to Synod Representivities: there will be a special session of Synod to be held 

next Friday 16th April 2021 at 7pm at St Paul’s Cathedral. Please register at 

https://www.trybooking.com/BPJLM and once registered, print your ticket and bring it with you to 

the Synod meeting.  This ticketing system will replace the usual attendance roll and will 

also be used for COVID tracing purposes if required.   Registering for this Synod session 

needs to be done by this coming Monday 12th April 2021.   

  


