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Readings: 

Isaiah 43:1-7 

Ps 29 

Acts 8:14-17 

Luke 3:15-22 

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, 

my strength and my redeemer.  Amen. 

Sermon: Patience with God 

“I agree with atheists on many things, often on almost everything - except their belief that God 

doesn't exist”. Thus begins the writing of Tomáš Halík, Czech Roman Catholic priest, philosopher, 

theologian and scholar, in his marvellous book Patience with God. This January I have been taking 

the opportunity for some extended time in prayer, reflection and spiritual reading. Patience with 

God is a much-loved book on my bookshelf, and it is one that has been important in my own 

journey of faith. I can’t remember how I first came across Halik’s writings, but I am grateful that I 

did and that I have some precious time now to reacquaint myself with his writings. I am also 

grateful that some years ago I had the opportunity to meet him, and hear him speak about God, 

about faith, and about his own spiritual journey. 

“I agree with atheists on many things, often on almost everything - except their belief that God 

doesn't exist”. You might think from an opening sentence like this that Halik’s book is about 

atheism, but nothing could be further from the truth. Patience with God is deeply faith-full, written 

by a man of faith whose faith has been sorely tested. Born in 1948 in Prague, he converted to 

Roman Catholicism in his late teens and studied sociology and philosophy, speaking out against the 

Communist regime, which led to him being banned from teaching or holding any academic 

positions. He studied theology in secret and was ordained a Catholic priest in East Germany, a very 

dangerous act at the time. In the 1980s he was active in the "underground church", before the fall of 

communism in 1989. 



Halik’s thesis is that we all of us at times experience a sense of God’s absence from the world. We 

all at times feel disappointed, maybe even angry, at God’s apparent silence and the sense of God’s 

remoteness from us and the world. While Halik acknowledges that one response to these 

experiences is atheism (God is dead, God does not exist), his view is that such a response is simply 

evidence of a lack of patience with God. To him, patience is the main difference between faith and 

atheism. While atheists all too quickly ride roughshod over the mystery we call God, those of faith 

wait patiently at its threshold and persevere with it - carrying it carefully, lovingly in their heart - 

particularly during times when God’s presence seems especially remote. Coming to maturity in our 

Christian belief is a long and winding journey. It traverses wastelands and darkness, and sometimes 

it can feel as if the path is lost. It is a pilgrimage that involves constant searching and losing one’s 

way from time to time. As Halik writes, “Sometimes we must descend into the deepest abyss and 

the vale of shadows in order to find the path once more … God does not dwell on the surface.” God 

does not dwell on the surface. Indeed! 

Halik says that faith, hope and love are three aspects of our patience with God, three ways of 

coming to terms with the experience of God’s hiddenness. It has been said that love is patience with 

others, hope is patience with ourselves, and faith is patience with God. Maturing in faith entails 

accepting and enduring moments, even sometimes lengthy periods, when God seems remote or 

remains concealed. What is obvious and demonstrable does not require faith. As Paul (or some 

other author) wrote to the Hebrews, “faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 

things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1) We don’t need faith when confronted with unshakeable certainties 

accessible to our powers of reason, imagination or sensory experience. We need faith precisely at 

those twilight moments when our lives and the world around us are full of uncertainty, during the 

cold night of God’s silence. Thomas Halik knew this very well. And if we allow God to, God can 

use these times in our own lives to teach us to live with mystery. Faith and hope are expressions of 

our patience at these moments. And love without patience is not real love. Faith, like love, is 

inextricably linked with trust and fidelity. And trust and fidelity are proven by patience, particularly 

when the going is tough.  

Isaiah, that great Old Testament prophet, himself knew a thing or two about patience with God. 

Isaiah was one of the greatest prophets of the Old Testament, and he was active in Jerusalem from 

742 - 686 BC, a tumultuous time to say the least. During his lifetime, the northern kingdom of Israel 



fell to Assyria, while the southern kingdom of Judah was threatened by external enemies, including 

Assyria, with whom Judah had formed an ill-advised alliance. The first 39 chapters of Isaiah 

contain his impassioned pleas to the people for repentence, for a continual dependence upon God 

rather than world powers. And chapters 40-66 focus on the hope of deliverance from exile and on 

the restoration of Jerusalem. Our reading this morning was from Isaiah 43, with firm words of hope 

of restoration and protection. In the face of so much darkness, so much failure, so much apparent 

evidence of an absence of God, Isaiah reminds his people that God created them, God formed them, 

God has redeemed them, God has called them by name, and they are his. The words are spoken in 

the first person: Isaiah is a mouth-piece of God. “Thus says the Lord: Do not fear, for I have 

redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine … when you pass through the waters, I will 

be with you; you are precious in my sight .. and I love you.” (Isaiah 43:1-4). Our patience with God 

is nothing when compared to God’s patience with us! And maybe that is why we can be so sure that 

Thomas Halik is really onto something with his ideas about patience with God. God in Jesus Christ 

is the mystery of the universe personified. God’s patience with us is a model for us in everything we 

do - patience with ourselves (hope), patience with others (love) and patience with God (faith). 

These gifts, these graces of faith, hope and love do not come cheaply. The New Testament character 

Simon learns that from Peter in the Acts of the Apostles. We heard today from Acts 8, just a snippet 

really, verses 14-17, in which the Samaritans receive the Holy Spirit from the laying on of hands by 

those great apostles, Peter and John, who have come down to Samaria to give Philip a hand. These 

were tough times for the fledgling church. This was a time of severe persecution; we are told Saul 

was ravaging the church, entering house after house, dragging off both men and women and 

committing them to prison. And yet, through Philip’s work in Samaria, people are coming to faith, 

including a certain man called Simon, who had previously practiced magic in the city and had 

developed quite a following of his own through his amazing trickery. But Simon is clearly 

impressed by Philip’s miraculous works, and we are told that after coming to faith, he stayed 

constantly with Philip, following him around because of the signs and great miracles he saw taking 

place through Philip’s ministry. Which brings us to the text of Acts that we heard today, Peter and 

John’s laying on of hands and the coming down of the Holy Spirit. That is all we hear of in verses 

14-17. But there is more to the story. We learn that Simon’s faith is what we might call immature. 

Witnessing the coming down of the Holy Spirit, this new follower of Philip, and of Jesus Christ, 

offers Peter and John money, saying to them, “Give me also this power so that anyone on whom I 

lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” Needless to say, Peter is not impressed, and says to 



Philip, “May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain God’s gift with 

money! You have no part or share in this, for your heart is not right before God. Repent therefore of 

this wickedness of yours, and pray to the Lord that, if possible, the intent of your heart may be 

forgiven you.” (Acts 8:18-23) 

The truly faithful intent of the righteous, Godly heart does not come cheaply. It cannot be bought, it 

is a gift of God, and through the grace of God it is honed during our earthly life, if we cooperate 

with God. A part of this honing is patience, patience with God in those times when God’s presence 

feels distant, even absent. Jesus knew this too. There was no one greater in patience with God than 

Jesus Christ himself. It was a patience that allowed Jesus to endure the unspeakable agonies of his 

life and death in humility, in faith, in hope and in love. At his baptism God spoke to Jesus, “you are 

my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” And with that message of love, at the age of 30 

years, Jesus began his work. There must have been many times during the three years to come that 

Jesus would remind himself of those words, and they are words to which we can return too. 

Patience with God, faith, hope and love, are costly. But for all that, they are the final word, and the 

door lies open before us. It is an open door that no one is able to shut. (Rev 3:8) Thanks be to God. 

+In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 


