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Rev ‘d  Robyn’s Reflection:  The Seeds We Plant 

My little garden continues to delight me. Five of the seven snow pea seeds I planted several 

days ago are sprouting, and the daffodil bulbs are now sending up strong shoots.  There are different daffodils, 

and I didn’t keep track of which sort I planted where, so as they flower, there will be  lovely surprises for me. 

As for the snow peas – there’s a couple of strong looking front runners, but which ones will ultimately grow 

and produce well will be fascinating to watch. It’s like that in life, isn’t it? We plant seeds in other people’s 

lives – especially our children – and we watch how these seeds grow to maturity and what they produce. Jesus 

used similar images from the land – seeds that struggle and grow, seeds that start well and flounder. We’re 

asked to keep on scattering and planting the seeds of God’s love.  We tend to them as best we can, but it’s 

God who gives the growth; and “the human soul greened by the presence of the Holy Spirit”. (see below)  

Pentecost 

Twelfth  century mystic, Hildegard of Bingen, described the Holy Spirit as 'the Greening Power of God': as 

plants are greened by water, sunlight, and soil, the human soul is 'greened' by the Holy Spirit's presence in 

one's life. Because of the Holy Spirit the human soul can 'flower and bear good fruit.' New Testament 

Theologian, Bishop Tom  Wright: "Those in whom the Spirit comes to live are God's new Temple. They are, 

individually and corporately, places where heaven and earth meet."  This week, be alert to where and how the 

Spirit is active in your life and the life of the church or others around you. If all this sounds like a foreign 

language, ask God to help you understand.  

              Anglicans speaking in tongues 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the Reverend Victor Haste: 
celebrating 50 years since being ordained to the 
priesthood, at Southwark Cathedral in 1970. Your life of 
commitment to God, to Christ’s Church, and to the ways 
of Christ will have born much fruit – some of which you 
know about, and I suspect  much of which you have no 
idea about. The world, and the work of a priest, has 
changed monumentally in your time, in all the places and 
sorts of your ministry - Australia, PNG and the UK - and 
you’ve done well to keep on going in all of that.  “And the 
King will say, ‘I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of 
the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were doing it 
to me!’  Mat 25:40 



Bible Readings for the next two weeks 
Day of Pentecost, Sunday May 31st  Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:26-36; 1 Corinthians 12:1-13; John 
20:19-23 
Trinity Sunday, June 7th  Exodus 34:1-8; Song of the Three Young Men (APBA p.399);                  2 
Corinthians  13:11-13; Matthew 28:16-20 
St Columba – 9th June: Isaiah 61:1-3; Psalm 34;  1 Thessalonians 2:2-12; Luke 12:32-37. More 
about St Columba in Mordialloc Moorings next week.  
 
BIBLE STUDY: I’ll be sending out some material in the next day or so, for our first Bible Study zoom meeting 
next Wednesday evening – so, if you haven’t already,  please let Cassey or I know if you plan to join in. 

National Reconciliation Week: 27th May-3rd June 
 A Prayer:  Creator God, You who know our secrets and walk in our hearts: Remove the rubbish and the unseen 

by the wisdom of your Dreaming so we can live on country in kinship with you and make you known to all, 

through Christ our elder. Amen 

Latest Diocesan Covid 19 information is a separate attachment, and includes:  
➢ Before any church opens again for services /meetings, a ”Covid  Safe Officer” must be 

appointed, and the Covid checklist ticked off and adhered to. [note – no groups are to 
meet in the church premises unless authorised by wardens and Covid Safe Officer) 

➢ Strict protocols around numbers and space between people must be followed.  
➢ Singing in services/gatherings not advised; refreshments must adhere to strict conditions 
➢ Playgroups or similar may not reopen. 

Your Responses are  needed: 

The possibility of meeting together again in church is getting closer. We need to know from 
each of you whether you feel ready and safe enough to return to meeting (given that we will 
also be following strict safety protocols a/a for a long time into the future). Please contct myself 
or churchwarden Shirley Silberbauer with your response. 
 
Continuing the Series….Great Biblical Battles in history: Christmas. The more radical Reformers in the 1500-

1600’s would not tolerate anything to be done or used or celebrated unless it was specifically allowed for in 

the Bible. So: whilst Jesus’ birth is recorded, there is no command for a celebratory day. The Scottish 

Parliament, very much Calvinist,  banned Christmas in 1640 – and Christmas Day was not allowed as a Public 

holiday in Scotland until 1958! The English Puritans who took control of the English Parliament in the 1640s 

also banned the celebration of Christmas and other Holy/Saints Days as popish idolatry (and as a reaction 

against the usual drunken festivity of the season). The English people were not impressed, and when the 

monarchy was restored under Charles II in 1660, Christmas was also restored to the calendar.    

   
Don’t forget: the TMA articles are found online at  http://tma.melbourneanglican.org.au/newsstand 

Included in this week's edition: 
• Saying our ‘Amen’: The role of faithful people at a time of crisis and opportunity 
• Love simply has to be shared: that's why we miss each other.  The importance of connections 
• Prayer for Christian unity prepares the way for Pentecost 
• Resources and prayers from National Reconciliation Week 
• A pilgrimage for Pentecost – prayers and images by Michael McGirr 
• Christos Tsiolkas in conversation: Five years among the slaves 
• London’s St Paul’s Cathedral launches virtual book of remembrance for UK COVID-19 victims 
• Trump declares places of worship ‘essential’, setting up standoff with US governors 

 
For your reflection: Is there something that is clogging up the flowing of the Holy Spirit in your 
life? Are you willing to offer this to God so that the Spirit’s life in you may  flow as living waters?  
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