
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY READINGS            

A reading from the book of Job  

    (Job  23:1-9, 16-17) 

          

Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind: 

"Who is this that darkens counsel by words without 

knowledge? Gird up your loins like a man, I will 

question you, and you shall declare to me. "Where 

were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 

Tell me, if you have understanding. Who determined 

its measurements--surely you know! Or who 

stretched the line upon it? On what were its bases 

sunk, or who laid its cornerstone when the morning 

stars sang together and all the heavenly beings 

shouted for joy? "Can you lift up your voice to the 

clouds, so that a flood of waters may cover you? 

Can you send forth lightnings, so that they may go 

and say to you, 'Here we are'? Who has put wisdom 

in the inward parts, or given understanding to the 

mind? 

 

Who has the wisdom to number the clouds? Or who 

can tilt the waterskins of the heavens, when the dust 

runs into a mass and the clods cling together? 

"Can you hunt the prey for the lion, or satisfy the 

appetite of the young lions, when they crouch in 

their dens, or lie in wait in their covert? Who 

provides for the raven its prey, when its young ones 

cry to God, and wander about for lack of food? 

Hear the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 22:1-15 

 

Bless the Lord, O my soul. 

   O Lord my God, you are very great. 

You are clothed with honour and majesty, 

   wrapped in light as with a garment. 

You stretch out the heavens like a tent, 

   you set the beams of your chambers on the waters, 

you make the clouds your chariot, 

   you ride on the wings of the wind, 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Most glorious God, 

in Jesus you show us that your will is to save. 

Grant to us your people 

the boldness to desire a place in your kingdom, 

the courage to drink the cup of suffering, 

and the grace to find in service the glory you 

promise. 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, 

God for ever and ever. 

Amen 

 

A PRAYER DURING THIS TIME OF 

LOCKDOWN… 

Lord Jesus,  

we know you are our constant companion  

as we battle the loneliness and isolation  

that this current COVID-19 lockdown brings to so 

many. As we near the end of lockdown,  

help us to be sensible in our decision making  

in the days ahead.  

Give us strength to be patient.  

Comfort those who are weary of this fight. 

This we pray. Amen. 



you make the winds your messengers, 

   fire and flame your ministers. 

You set the earth on its foundations, 

   so that it shall never be shaken. 

You cover it with the deep as with a garment; 

   the waters stood above the mountains. 

At your rebuke they flee; 

   at the sound of your thunder they take to flight. 

They rose up to the mountains, ran down to the 

valleys 

   to the place that you appointed for them. 

You set a boundary that they may not pass, 

   so that they might not again cover the earth. 

You make springs gush forth in the valleys; 

   they flow between the hills, 

There go the ships, 

   and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it. 

 

A reading from Hebrews  

    (Hebrews 5:1-10) 

 

Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put 

in charge of things pertaining to God on their 

behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He is 

able to deal gently with the ignorant and 

wayward, since he himself is subject to weakness; 

and because of this he must offer sacrifice for his 

own sins as well as for those of the people. And 

one does not presume to take this honour, but 

takes it only when called by God, just as Aaron 

was. 

 So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming 

a high priest, but was appointed by the one who 

said to him, 

‘You are my Son, 

   today I have begotten you’; 

as he says also in another place, 

‘You are a priest for ever, 

   according to the order of Melchizedek.’ 

 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and 

supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one 

who was able to save him from death, and he was 

heard because of his reverent submission. Although 

he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he 

suffered; and having been made perfect, he became 

the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 

having been designated by God a high priest 

according to the order of Melchizedek. 

Hear the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

REFLECTION 

 

For me, as I am sure most of us, even when we might 

say we don't like to be the center of attention, there 

are times when it is quite appealing to be the focus of 

attention, to be in the limelight, with everyone 

making a fuss of you.  

 

For me my ordination as a Deacon was such a day.   

When I was ordained a Deacon, I was the only 

ordination that year in my small country diocese, 

where in some years there might not be an 

ordination at all.   

 

I have to admit to you that at the time it initially felt 

good that I didn’t have share such a special day with 

another person being ordained. Looking back I don’t 

think it was a desire for fame, but I realised that there 

was perhaps an subconscious desire when I came to 

be ordained a priest a year later, and after initially 

thinking it would be just me again, I found out that I 

HOLY GOSPEL 

 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according 

to Mark  (Mark 10: 35-45) 

 Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward 

to Jesus and said to him, ‘Teacher, we want you to 

do for us whatever we ask of you.’ And he said to 

them, ‘What is it you want me to do for you?’ And 

they said to him, ‘Grant us to sit, one at your right 

hand and one at your left, in your glory.’ But Jesus 

said to them, ‘You do not know what you are 

asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or 

be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized 

with?’ They replied, ‘We are able.’ Then Jesus said to 

them, ‘The cup that I drink you will drink; and with 

the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be 

baptized; but to sit at my right hand or at my left is 

not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has 

been prepared.’ 

 When the ten heard this, they began to be angry 

with James and John. So Jesus called them and said 

to them, ‘You know that among the Gentiles those 

whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over 

them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. 

But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to 

become great among you must be your servant, and 

whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave 

of all. For the Son of Man came not to be served but 

to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.’ 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 



would have to share the day with two people being 

ordained Deacon.  

 

I reflect now and ask myself: did I really want to be 

the centre of attention that much, and was something 

else going on?  

 

Whilst reflecting on this reading I was reminded of 

the thoughts and feelings I had pre ordination all 

those years ago, and I question whether there are 

times when, like James and John, I was/perhaps am  

ambitious in seeking a position of prestige and power  

by wanting to be treated like someone special?  

 

Jesus’ response to the two brothers was to show that 

they needed to change their attitude and to live their 

lives a different way. Instead of being a celebrity,  

Jesus followers should make it their goal to be 

servants or slaves.   

 

As he put it, 

“But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to 

become great among you must be your servant, and 

whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave 

of all. For the Son of Man came not to be served but 

to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.”  

 

He could tell his friends to do this, because that was 

what he also did, living out and fulfilling his calling,  

not as a king or the expected Messiah to be served,  

but as a humble human being demonstrating how to 

serve.  

 

I don’t know about you, but for me Maundy 

Thursday is a powerful reminder of this calling to 

serve. You will remember that in some places the 

practice is to wash the feet (in others to wash hands) 

of others, and in doing so demonstrate our servant 

relationship to others.  

 

Mundy Thursday, is for me personally an 

acknowledgement that my calling to priesthood  

is no higher a calling than anyone else’s. In Baptism, 

each one of us has been given a gift, and there is no 

hierarchy of calling in serving God. Each one of us  

is called not to be served, but to serve one another.  

 

You don’t have to become ordained in order to 

become a serving person. In fact many people within 

our own parish community, much less in the wider 

local community, are serving their family, friends or 

neighbours on a daily basis. Think for a moment of 

the number of people you might encounter who are 

serving others on a daily basis.   

 

Being a servant is not an easy thing to do.  

Our reading from the letter to the Hebrews  

reflects that Jesus suffered as he lived, as a human 

being and obeyed what the Father wanted him to 

do: “Although he was a Son he learned obedience 

through what he suffered.”  

 

Jesus got sore feet, dirty hands, he was laughed at, 

criticized and threatened. Ultimately he was killed.  

If we want to walk in the footsteps of Jesus, living 

out our servanthood to others we should not be 

surprised that when we put ourselves last and 

become a servant we might also suffer.  

 

It could mean not always trying to get our own way,  

letting someone else get all the praise, getting our 

hands very dirty, or it might be something much 

more serious.  

 

To be servants we need to help each other. In our 

Gospel reading, Jesus’ response to James’ and John’s 

request for celebrity status and the best seat in the 

house was to ask if they were able to be suffering 

servants like he was:  

 

“You do not know what you are asking,” Jesus said. 

“Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be 

baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” 

 

James and John said “Yes” without knowing what it 

would involve: ‘We are able.’ they said. Which brings 

us to some obvious questions I would have thought.  

 

† Are we willing to be suffering servants like Jesus? 

†  Are we able to be a servant church, to be in 

service to our local community? 

 

Not easy questions, but then being a servant to 

others is not easy, just speak to those who do serve 

others. It is sacrificial. But then how could it not be, 

we have Jesus Christ as our model.  

 

Perhaps one of my favourite hymns: The Servant 

Song says it best….. 

 

Brother, sister, let me serve you,  

let me be as Christ to you;  

pray that I may have the grace to  

let you be my servant too.  

 

We are pilgrims on a journey.  

We are traveling on the road. 

We are here to help each other  

Walk a mile and bear the load.  

 

I will hold the Christ Light for you  

In the night time of your fear.  

I will hold my hand out to you;  

Speak the peace you long to hear.  

 



I will weep when you are weeping.  

When you laugh, I'll laugh with you.  

I will share your joy and sorrow  

Till we've seen this journey through.  

 

When we sing to God in heaven,  

We shall find such harmony  

Born of all we've known together  

Of Christ's love and agony.  

 

Brother, sister, let me serve you,  

let me be as Christ to you;  

pray that I may have the grace to  

let you be my servant too.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERCESSIONS  

O God, you set the earth on its foundations and the 

heavens reflect your glory, yet you come among us in the 

form of a servant: hear the prayers we offer. 

 

1. We give you thanks that you to us come in 

weakness, born into an oppressed race. We pray for the 

peoples of the world: for those crushed by daily hardship 

or broken by political oppression, for those suffering from 

famine and disease. We pray for all who spend their lives in 

working for a more just world. Help us to set aside 

arrogance and self-importance, and to those who govern 

give wisdom, integrity and a determination to seek the 

common good. 

God of grace in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

 

2. We give you thanks that you come to us in 

obedience and humility. We pray for your holy church 

throughout the world: for church agencies that care for the 

hungry and homeless, for agencies that provide care for 

children and the aged. We pray for all who answer your 

call and spend their lives in your service. Help us to set 

aside trappings of pomp and power and enable us to fulfil 

our mission to bring your good news to the world.  

God of grace in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

3. We give you thanks that you come to us teaching us 

ways of forgiveness and love. We pray for the communities 

in which we live: for our families and all whom we love 

and serve, for those with whom we share our daily lives, 

for the people of our local community. We pray for all 

who spend their lives in making the community a happier 

safer place. Help us to set aside selfishness and greed and all 

that destroys community; stir in us a need for each other 

and a commitment to the welfare of all.  

God of grace in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

4. We give you thanks that you come to us 

experiencing all the pains of human life. We pray for all in 

need of your consolation: for those stripped of dignity and 

self-respect; for those whose labour is exploited or taken 

for granted; for those sick in heart or mind or body. We 

pray for those who spend their lives in bringing healing and 

comfort to others. Help us to set aside self-interest and 

pride and to give and receive care that is needed.  

God of Christ in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

5. We give you thanks that you gave your life, that we 

might inherit eternal life. We remember all who have died 

in the faith, and all whom we have loved. Help us to set 

aside all that prevents us from serving you, that we with all 

your saints, may come to the place you prepare for us, and 

eat with you at your heavenly banquet.  

God of grace in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.  

Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your 

grace receive, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

BISHOP PAUL’S WEEKLY SERMON  

  

       Reading: Mark Mark 10:17-31 

 
Youtube link: 

https://youtu.be/JpXv69jjeVg 

ONLINE WORSHIP FROM  

ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL…  

SUNDAY 17 th October 2021 

----------------------------------------- 

8.00am  

BCP Service of Holy Communion  

www.youtube.com/watch?v=2r_sgZUy

KoU 

 

10.00am Sung Eucharist 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=hTxDJklCB

Kw 
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