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Readings: 

Micah 5:2-5 

Psalm 80:1-7 

Hebrews 10:5-10 

Luke 1:39-45 

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, 

my strength and my redeemer.  Amen. 

Sermon: Peace 

One of the words you hear quite often in this season of approaching Christmas is peace. The secular 

world may not “get” Christmas in the way people of faith do, but most everybody understands that 

this is a season of peace and goodwill. It is something everyone seems to be able to relate to, to 

wish for. It is something that leads most people to try, for a few days, or maybe at least a few hours, 

to be kind and understanding and peaceful with those around them. 

Unfortunately these aspirations don’t always work out. Sadly, human services and police reports 

show that Christmas can be one of the most violent times of the year. Maybe it is largely alcohol-

fuelled, or maybe its the pressures of the secular Christmas message to buy and be happy. We know 

that people who experience mental health challenges often find Christmas difficult. Family violence 

in particular escalates around Christmas. That is very sad and something we might all pray about. 

It is just on a year since the tragic incident in which driver Saeed Noori deliberately drove his car 

into pedestrians on Flinder’s St, killing one person and injuring more than a dozen others. The 

shock of that, on 21st December last year, left us all reeling. The proximity to Christmas, and the 

juxtaposition of this terrible event with the happiness and frivolity of pre-Christmas festivities, 

made it all the more stark. It undermined everyone’s sense of safety and security at the time, none 

more so than those who were injured, who witnessed the incident first-hand, or who had loved ones 

involved in one way or another. We pray for them all at this time when the horrific events will be 

very much again on their minds. Everything we take for granted - leaving work, walking to the train 



or tram stop, putting up with the discomfort of the packed carriages, making it home safely - our 

sense of certainty in all these simple things we take for granted gets shattered when something so 

horrible, so unexpected, so senseless occurs. And many, many people are left wondering - how 

could such a thing happen? Last year, we reflected together on what our faith might offer us and 

others at such a difficult and traumatic time. 

Sadly, there have been other traumatic events in our beautiful city of Melbourne since then. Sadly, 

its almost like we are becoming somewhat hardened to these events. But even in the darkness, the 

light of Christ shines brightly. Today we remember the people of goodwill, selfless bystanders who 

always come forward to help in times of another’s need. In moments of great uncertainty and risk, 

there is always someone who will step forward courageously, revealing the light of loving-kindness 

that Jesus talked about and enacted himself time and time again. Such acts are always a testament to 

the hope we have in Christ Jesus that the light will always shine in the darkness, and the darkness 

will not overcome it. 

At this time of Advent, we have been focusing on the importance of prayer.  As Christians we 

believe, absolutely, in the power of prayer to comfort and to heal. Christians the world over begin to 

pray when someone is in great need. We may not be able to offer first-hand assistance to everyone 

in need. And yet in faith we believe that our prayers can make a difference. We pray to God for 

comfort and healing for all those who at this time of year are struggling  - financially, emotionally, 

with addictions, with violence - and we believe that our prayers will bring comfort, will be a healing 

force for good for those in need. We know this to be true because we ourselves have experienced 

this healing and comfort when others have prayed for us. Prayer can and does bring about miracles - 

and so we trust that what we have asked in faith we may by God’s grace receive, through Jesus 

Christ Our Lord. 

The inescapable truth is that each and every one of us has a responsibility for making the world a 

better place. Our faith reminds us to search our own hearts in terms of the impact we have on the 

people around us. Have we been as mindful as we should about the welfare of others? Are there 

times when we have acted in ways that might have occasioned hurt in someone else? As Advent, 

this special time of preparation for the coming of our Lord draws to a close, let us all take some 

time today to reflect on our own lives. Where might we be able to bring peace? It is only right that 



we greet our newborn king and Saviour with a true heart in full assurance of faith, restored and 

saved by the Great Shepherd of Israel (Psalm 80). 

As we watch and wait for that momentous Christmas event, that birth, that which makes everything 

different and new - so soon now to occur -  let us pray that we, like Mary, will be blessed in our 

faith, our belief, that God’s Word to us will be fulfilled. Let us pray that we will be given the grace 

to do God’s will in our life, and to bring the peace of Christ as a light in our lives to our world. 

+In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.


