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18th April 2021 - Third Sunday of Easter 
     From Fr. Ron  
      Dear Friends, Christ is Risen, he is risen indeed Alleluia.  

Hard to believe that a week and a bit has passed since I began as 

your Vicar. I find myself asking: “Where has the time gone and what 

have I done this week?” Perhaps you at times have said the same thing?  We can all be consumed 

at times about how ‘productive’ we might be, how much ‘quantity’ we have managed to fit into the 

time we have.  

But I wonder if as a way of measuring the time we have spent, if this is the way to go. Perhaps 

instead we should be reflecting on the ‘quality’ of our time.  

Many might say my life as priest doesn’t ‘produce’ much, at least according to the world’s unit of 

measurment. In ministry I will often inherit things I did not start, and have to leave things I had 

begun. It can be a very ambigious, hard to quantify sort of life.   

Many people when they start their day, begin with the ‘to do list’, the ‘what I hope to get done 

today’ sort of list. I on the other hand start my day differently. On the mornings I am working from 

my office at St Nicholas, after dropping of my bag, I head into the church to pray, in this case 

morning prayer. It is only after, that I think about what has to be done today. At the end of the day 

there is a repeat of the morning, and I am back in the church, (or at home) and end my day with 

evening prayer.  

Over time I have found that if for any reason I don’t ‘bookend’ my day in this sort of prayer routine, 

then that is a day where I feel I haven’t done much at all. It is as if, without beginning and ending 

my day in prayer, the day itself (often filled with many and varied things), doesn’t have context to it. 

It doesn’t have a sense of meaning or purpose to it.  Sure it will be a day where there are lots of 

‘things to do’, but without praying morning and evening, I begin to lose sight of who I am in all this 

‘doing’.  

The fact is, I will never be able to ‘do’ enough to feel I am of value. There is always so much to do, 

and it doesn’t end. Perhaps many of you feel the same way. We get to end of our day and ask: 

‘What have I done’, and feel it hasn’t been enough.  

But when I have periods of prayer in my day, in which I have to be focused on God and not on 

myself, I find I can be confident that in God’s eyes, the quality of my life, God given as it is, is 

enough and it is good. This is irrespective of the quantity of things I might achieve.    

Together we are currently in the midst of our 50 day celebration of the resurrection (traditionally 

called Eastertide). We could ask ourselves how are we spending the time? Are we doing so counter-

culterally; in prayer, in service to others, amongst other things, or just in conformity to the world, 

constantly worrying that we can never do 

enough?  

Always know that when I pray morning and night, 

you are always with me, but if you wish to join me 

more physically, then from Tuesday – Friday at 

8.30am I pray morning prayer.       

Yours in the Risen Christ. Fr Ron.  

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

                                                                 

                                 

 

 

This Newsletter comes from the parish of  St Nicholas Mordialloc  

Vicar: Fr. Ron Johnson – 0409 024 136 

Parish contact:  9580 1192; office@stnicholasmordi.org.au 

 Readings for the next two weeks 

Easter 4, 
April 25 

Acts 4. 5-12; Psalm 23; 1 John 3.16-24. Gospel: John 10.11-18 

 

Easter 5 

May 2 

Acts 8. 26-40; Psalm 22.26-32; 1 John 4. 7-21; John 15. 1-8 

Nicholas News 

† ANZAC DAY – Sunday 25th April 2021. Due to COVID restrictions being relaxed, there will be 

a service of commemoration at the Gallipoli Precinct beginning at 10.15am  

PLEASE NOTE: ON THIS SUNDAY, OUR WORSHIP SERVICE WILL BEGIN AT 9.00AM 

† PRAYER MINISTRY: The prayer ministry, formerly during the distribution of Holy 

Communion, will resume soon, in a new location and time slot. Details will be forthcoming.   

 

 

“Do not depend on the hope of results. We may have to 
face the fact that our work will be apparently worthless 
and even achieve no result at all, if not perhaps results 
opposite to what we expect. As we get used to this idea, 
we start more and more to concentrate not on the 
results, but on the value, the rightness, the truth of the 
work itself. We gradually struggle less and less for an 
idea and more and more for specific people. In the end, 
it is the reality of personal relationship that saves 
everything.” Thomas Merton (1915-1968) 

“The Church is open….” 

† At present I am working from the Vicar’s Office Tuesday – 

Friday, 8.30am until 1.00pm.  

When I’m in my office, the church is open for anyone to 

use for private prayer, or just some quiet time.  I will be 

putting up a sign saying that a priest is available to talk 

and pray with you. Feel free to drop in for a cuppa and a 

chat during these times, you won’t be disturbing me.  

† My ‘day off’ will be Mondays.   

† Ringing me is best done via my mobile number (see 

below), rather than using the church landline. Messages 

will only be check when I’m in the office.  

 

 

  

 


