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Readings: 

Genesis 45:3-11,15 

Ps 37:1-11, 40-41 

1 Cor 15:35-50 

Luke 6:27-38 

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, 

my strength and my redeemer.  Amen. 

Sermon: 

It has been said that church communities are a lot like families. As part of my EPIC training over 

the past two years, I have attended several sessions in which we have studied what is called Family 

Systems Theory. Saying that a church community is a lot like a family doesn’t mean to imply that 

the priest is like the parent, and parishioners are like the children! Rather what this theory tells us is 

that just as there are very complex relationships and dynamics at play in most families, so this is 

also true in communities like parishes. It can be helpful for us to recognise this as we relate to each 

other and as our community grows. 

In our first Scripture reading today, from Genesis, we hear about one particular Biblical family that 

has reached an important point in their journey together. Our reading is from Genesis Chapter 45, 

which is quite near to the end of this first book of the Bible. The Hebrew title for the Book of 

Genesis is bereshith which means “in the beginning”. Genesis tells the story of how everything 

began, how paradise was lost, and how God promised to redeem the world. Reading Genesis helps 

us understand God’s original intention for human beings and how, amongst many other 

consequences, sin tears us away from God. Genesis contains many of the stories we have known 

since childhood - Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, Noah’s Ark, and Joseph and his family, whose 

story we will return to in a moment. Re-reading the ancient stories, it can sometimes surprise us 

how poignantly they connect to the condition of our own hearts in the here and now. They reveal the 

depth of our need for God, and how God acts in the lives of his children. 



Let’s do a super quick recount of the Genesis story. After the two accounts of creation, the story in 

Genesis continues with Adam and Eve, the murder of Abel by Cain, and Noah and the great flood 

sent by God when, we are told, “the Lord saw that the wickedness of humankind was great in the 

earth” (6:5). Nations descended from Noah after the flood subsides, and subsequently we meet 

Abram, and Sarah, and the deeply poignant willingness of Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac as the 

Lord commanded. As we know Isaac was spared, it was just a test of Abraham by God, and Isaac 

went on to have twin sons with his wife Rebekah, whom he had married when he was forty years 

old. There are many ups and downs, in and outs to the story of Esau and Jacob, Isaac’s sons, but 

Jacob eventually meets Rachel, in that most beautiful of Biblical love stories. And, we are told, 

“Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days because of the love he 

had for her.” (29:20) Jacob and Rachel eventually settle in the land where Jacob’s father Isaac had 

lived as an alien, the land of Canaan (37:1). And it is from this marriage that Joseph is born. But he 

had many half brothers, born first to Jacob and Leah, Rachel’s sister, then to Jacob and Bilhah, 

Rachel’s maid, and even to Jacob and Zilpah, Leah’s maid. Rachel dies giving birth to one final son, 

Joseph’s full brother, Benjamin. And so, we are told, Jacob had 12 sons: five with Leah, two with 

Rachel, two with Bilhah and two with Zilpah. I think we’d all agree that the scene is set for a very 

complex set of family relationships, and indeed they prove to be.  

Fast forward to our OT Scripture passage for today. Joseph had been hated by his brothers for a 

range of reasons, not least of which was that their father, now called Israel, loved Joseph more than 

his other children. Joseph’s brothers were murderous in their intent, but in the end, took the decision 

not to kill him but to sell Joseph into slavery with the Ishmaelites. Against all the odds, we learn in 

chapter 39 of Genesis that Joseph became a successful man, because the Lord was with him. He 

was eventually made the overseer of the house of his master Potiphar. But things went bad for him 

due to the actions of Potiphar’s wife and Joseph went to prison. Joseph became the carer of all the 

prisoners, and eventually was called by the Pharaoh to interpret his dreams, and happy with his 

interpretations, Pharaoh eventually set Joseph over all the land of Egypt.  

After many years of famine, with Joseph in a position of great power and influence, his brothers 

come seeking food. It again is a story with many twists and turns but the brothers do not recognise 

Joseph, although he recognises them. And in our reading today, we are told that “Joseph could no 

longer control himself”(45:1), not out of anger and retribution, as we may think his most likely 



response to them. Rather, Joseph weeps loudly, then reveals his identity to his brothers. We read that 

they, in their turn, are dismayed, as well they might be, fearing his retribution of all that they had 

done to him.  

But in one of the most powerful demonstrations of forgiveness, Joseph says, “I am your brother, 

Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now, do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, 

because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life … to preserve for you a 

remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, 

but God.” (45:4-8) Joseph then offers to provide for his brothers and their families, and his father. 

“And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with 

him.” (45:15) 

We could finish at this point. But there’s an important addendum to this story and it comes at the 

end of the Book of Genesis, as the story of Joseph itself comes to an end, with his death in Egypt. 

Given what we have read in Chapter 45, that most powerful expression of forgiveness and 

reconciliation, you might think that all had been put to rest there and then. But not so. In the final 

chapter of the book, chapter 50, we read that even much later, after their father Jacob has died, the 

brothers remain concerned that Joseph may still bear a grudge against them, and will now exact his 

revenge. But we read, when they go before Joseph, again seeking his forgiveness, he reassures 

them, saying “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God?Even though you intended to do harm to 

me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So have 

no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way, he reassured them, speaking 

kindly to them. (50:19-21). 

Joseph's momentous acts of forgiveness and reconciliation, repeated as often as needed by his 

brothers, are breath-taking in their magnanimity. And yet we can understand them because the 

forgiveness is rooted in Joseph’s faith. Joseph believed that it had been God at work all the time in 

their lives. His faith led him to believe that his suffering had been in the service of God’s great plan 

for them all, and the nation that would follow. Our reading this morning from Luke, about loving 

our enemies, and not judging others, goes straight to the heart of this story of Joseph and his 

brothers. It is God’s message to us all today, and for that we give great thanks to God. 

+In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 




