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Readings: 

Isaiah 2:1-5 

Psalm 122 

Romans 13:9-14 

Matthew 24:36-44 

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, 

my strength and my redeemer.  Amen. 

Sermon: A time of waiting  

Today begins the new liturgical year. The Christian liturgical calendar begins with the first Sunday 

of Advent. Simply put, Advent is the four-week period of preparation for Christmas. But Christmas, 

for all its importance in the life of Christians, is not the zenith of the liturgical year. Christmas 

commemorates the historical birth of Jesus whenever that might have been. We do not know for 

sure the actual date of the birth of Jesus. That is because, amongst other things, it all depends on 

which of that era’s calendars you use to compute it - the solar calendar of the Greeks, the lunar 

calendar of the Jewish community, the Babylonian or Byzantine calendar, the Roman calendar or 

the Julian calendar.  They were neither universal nor uniform. So we do not know for sure what the 

actual date of Jesus’ birth was. We simply commemorate the fact of Jesus’ birth on 25th December. 

Because of Christmas, because of the historical fact of the birth of Jesus, the life of Jesus was 

possible. Because of the historical fact of the birth of Jesus, the humanity of Jesus is fact. But the 

birth of Jesus is not the central meaning or the zenith of our Christian faith. Rather, it is the death 

and resurrection of Jesus that are at the core of our faith. 

The liturgical year that begins today is really all about Easter. Our commemoration of Christmas 

attests to the fact that Jesus was born, and did live, and therefore did die. Easter is much more than 

that. Easter is at the very centre of our faith and the redemption if offers us. Every event in the 

liturgical year gets its significance from the fact that it points to the reality of Easter, the saving 

death and resurrection of Jesus Christ: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again! 



Christmas is a pinnacle feast, yes, but it is not the beginning, nor the high point of the liturgical 

year. On Christmas Day we remember that because the Jesus of history was born, the Resurrection 

of the Christ of faith could happen. We begin the liturgical year with Advent, a season of 

anticipation, a season to get ready for Christ. 

Advent as a liturgical season is about learning to wait. Learning to wait is an essential dimension of 

spiritual development, just as it is an essential element of human development for children. To be 

humanly mature, we must learn to wait our turn, to not be driven by the need for immediate 

gratification. So it is with spiritual maturity as well.  

One of the functions of Advent, then, is to remind us what life really is about. At this time of year 

when the secular world encourages us to become more and more fraught with a frenetic pace of life, 

Advent, counter-culturally, encourages us to slow down. It encourages us to look beyond today to 

the “great tomorrow” of a truly spiritual life. Waiting, then, is the grace that Advent comes to bring.  

Our Gospel reading from Matthew reminds us of the necessity for watchfulness during this time of 

waiting, and indeed throughout the whole of our life of faith. “But, about that day and hour no one 

knows.” Each and every one of us can probably remember an event in our life which was 

momentous and unexpected, and which came unexpected, changing everything. It might be an 

accident, or illness, or loss of a relationship, or perhaps something wonderful, like news of an 

unexpected pregnancy, or a reconciliation with a long-lost friend. We won’t have seen it coming, 

but when it does, either good or bad, it changes everything. So Matthew tells us, it will be with the 

second coming of our Lord. “Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 

coming.” Be prepared, be ready. 

Advent is a period that focuses on joy. It encourages us to count our blessings, and to reflect on how 

beautiful is a life lived in concert with the Jesus who came to show us the way. And today, the very 

first Sunday of Advent, our Old Testament reading from Isaiah reminds us of the future house of 

God, the mountain of the Lord, the house of the God of Jacob. From this high place, Jesus teaches 

us his ways, that we may walk in his paths: “O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the 

Lord!” Now is a time to watch and wait for the coming of Christ. The kingdom of God is near. Be 

alert at all times. The good news of great joy is at hand. Thanks be to God. 



+In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.


