
 

SUNDAY READINGS            

A reading from Esther  

         (Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9: 20-22) 

So the king and Haman went in to feast with Queen 

Esther.  

 

On the second day, as they were drinking wine, the 

king again said to Esther, "What is your petition, 

Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is 

your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall 

be fulfilled." Then Queen Esther answered, "If I have 

won your favour, O king, and if it pleases the king, 

let my life be given me -- that is my petition -- and 

the lives of my people -- that is my request. For we 

have been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to 

be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been sold 

merely as slaves, men and women, I would have held 

my peace; but no enemy can compensate for this 

damage to the king."  

 

Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, "Who is 

he, and where is he, who has presumed to do this?" 

Esther said, "A foe and enemy, this wicked Haman!" 

Then Haman was terrified before the king and the 

queen. 

 

Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on 

the king, said, "Look, the very gallows that Haman 

has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the 

king, stands at Haman's house, fifty cubits high." And 

the king said, "Hang him on that." So they hanged 

Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for 

Mordecai. Then the anger of the king abated.  

 

Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all 

the Jews who were in all the provinces of King 

Ahasuerus, both near and far, enjoining them that 

they should keep the fourteenth day of the month 

Adar and also the fifteenth day of the same month, 

year by year, as the days on which the Jews gained 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pour out your Spirit, O God, over all the world 

to inspire every heart 

with knowledge and lover of you.  

Grant that we who confess Jesus as Lord 

may shun whatever is contrary to this faith 

and give witness to your love  

that has saved us in Christ,  

for he lives and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

A PRAYER FOR ALL WHO STRUGGLE 

IN DIFFICULT TIMES 

 

May God the provider of green pastures 

and quiet waters  

be the peace in our hearts today 

May Jesus our guide on mountain top 

and valley deep 

be the hope in our hearts today 

May the Spirit of truth and knowledge 

comforter and friend 

be the strength in our hearts today.  

Amen.  

 



relief from their enemies, and as the month that had 

been turned for them from sorrow into gladness and 

from mourning into a holiday; that they should make 

them days of feasting and gladness, days for sending 

gifts of food to one another and presents to the 

poor. 

May your word live in us 

and bear much fruit to your glory. 

 

Psalm 124 

 

If it had not been the Lord who was on our side —let 

Israel now say— 

if it had not been the Lord who was on our side, 

   when our enemies attacked us, 

then they would have swallowed us up alive, 

   when their anger was kindled against us; 

then the flood would have swept us away, 

   the torrent would have gone over us; 

then over us would have gone the raging waters. 

 

Blessed be the Lord,  who has not given us 

   as prey to their teeth. 

We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the 

fowlers; 

the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 

 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   who made heaven and earth. 

 

A reading from the Letter of James 

         (James 5:12-20 ) 

 

Above all, my beloved, do not swear, either by 

heaven or by earth or by any other oath, but let your 

‘Yes’ be yes and your ‘No’ be no, so that you may 

not fall under condemnation. 

 

 Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are 

any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. Are 

any among you sick? They should call for the elders 

of the church and have them pray over them, 

anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The 

prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will 

raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins 

will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one 

another, and pray for one another, so that you may 

be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful 

and effective. Elijah was a human being like us, and 

he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for 

three years and six months it did not rain on the 

earth. Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave 

rain and the earth yielded its harvest. 

 

 My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you 

wanders from the truth and is brought back by 

another, you should know that whoever brings back 

a sinner from wandering will save the sinner’s soul 

from death and will cover a multitude of sins.  

May your word live in us 

and bear much fruit to your glory. 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according 

to Mark  (Mark 9: 38-50) 

 Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

John said to Jesus, ‘Teacher, we saw someone 

casting out demons in your name, and we tried to 

stop him, because he was not following us.’ But Jesus 

said, ‘Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed 

of power in my name will be able soon afterwards 

to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for 

us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of 

water to drink because you bear the name of Christ 

will by no means lose the reward. 

 

 ‘If any of you put a stumbling-block before one of 

these little ones who believe in me, it would be 

better for you if a great millstone were hung around 

your neck and you were thrown into the sea. If your 

hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for 

you to enter life maimed than to have two hands 

and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if 

your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better 

for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and 

to be thrown into hell., And if your eye causes you 

to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter 

the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two 

eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their worm 

never dies, and the fire is never quenched. 

 

 ‘For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; 

but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season it? 

Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one 

another.’ 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 



REFLECTION 

  

This doesn't seem to be a good day  

for any of the followers of Jesus.  Jesus lays 

out what he thinks the problem is and what 

the solution is in very clear terms.  

 

A member of the Jesus’ "inner circle,"  

was put out because someone outside that 

‘circle’ was also able to use one of God's gifts, 

and evidently without the "right" credentials.  

 

Jesus seems to be faced with the problem:  

that his followers and particularly his closest 

disciples just don’t seem to get ‘it’.  What they 

are not “getting” is what it means to be a part 

of "the people of God."  

 

In any age, being a part of the people of God 

means taking upon oneself a certain lifestyle, a 

certain set of principles or values, but most 

importantly it means taking upon ourselves 

the responsibility to live a certain way in 

community with others. It means looking 

always towards God and one's neighbour, and 

not towards ourselves.  

 

In Mark's Gospel, when Jesus talks about this 

way of living, I suppose we could say 

“lifestyle” he calls it "the kingdom of God." 

The kingdom of God wasn't something to wait 

for - it was becoming a part of their lives right 

then.  

 

Living in the Kingdom means taking a whole 

different view of what it means to be 

successful.  

 

To be sure Jesus, uses some pretty harsh 

images to shake his disciples up; to remind 

them that what they are doing, and how they 

are treating others – is serious and the 

consequences of getting it wrong, of not 

understanding that the “Kingdom” is in their 

INTERCESSIONS  

O God, you have told your people to pray to you in times 

of sorrow and in times of joy: here our prayers for your 

world and for your church. 

 

1. We pray for creation, the heavens and the earth 

that you have made; for the unique and wonderful 

treasures of this ancient land; for all creatures endangered 

by human cruelty or greed; for all who work for the 

preservation of the earth. God our help, teach us to live in 

harmony with the created world, and in your mercy hear 

our prayer. 

 

2. We pray for all people, for our sisters and brothers 

of every land; for those without food, water, shelter or 

livelihood; for those stolen from their homes, their families, 

their land; for all leaders of tribes and nations and all who 

worked for justice. God our help, teach us to live in peace 

with one another, and in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

3. We pray for your holy Catholic Church, for all who 

bear the name of Christ; for those with whom we worship 

in this parish; for evangelists, teachers and all who preach 

your good news; for leaders of churches and all who 

minister in your name.  

God our help, teach us to live in unity with all Christians, 

and in your mercy hear our prayer. 

 

4. We pray for our local communities in which we 

live, for those with whom we share our lives; for all whom 

we love, our families and our friends; for those without 

work and those without rest; for all voluntary workers, 

service clubs and welfare agencies. God our help, teach us 

to value all members of our community, and in your 

mercy, here our prayer. 

 

5. We pray for those in need, for the seek and for the 

suffering; for those who are in pain, confusion, fear or 

despair; for the broken hearted and all who mourn; for all 

who bring confident hope to others. God our help, teach us 

to care tenderly for one another, and in your mercy, hear 

our prayer. 

 

6. We remember all who have died, your faithful 

servants of every age; those whom we have loved and all 

who, by their lives, have led others to believe in you. God 

our help, teach us to follow in your ways, forgive us when 

we fail, and at our death raise us up with all your saints.  

In your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

7. We bring before you our own prayers and  

intentions……………….. Jesus, friend and servant of all, in 

your mercy hear our prayer. 

 

Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.  

Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your 

grace receive, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



midst now could mean being cut off from God, much 

as a hand can be cut off from the body.  

 

But Jesus doesn't just leave us to think about the 

effects of our actions; he offers us an alternative. And 

it's a quite simple one. In last week's Gospel, Jesus 

picked up a little child and said,  

 

"Whoever welcomes a child in my name, welcomes 

me; and anyone who welcomes me, welcomes not 

me but the one who sent me." 

 

Today, it might strike us as a charming thing for Jesus 

to do when he uses a child as an image. But as I have 

said before, in that age, it was remarkable. Children 

had absolutely no status at all. They represented the 

lowest of the low, not only the materially poor,  

but the spiritually poor as well.  

 

And here Jesus is forcing the adults to rearrange their 

thinking. He was forcing them to understand  

that unless they allowed themselves to go back to 

being as simple and innocent as children, unless they 

began to accept ALL God's people as part of their 

community, and therefore part of God’s kingdom, 

unless they began to live as if they really understood  

that the kingdom of God was in their midst, they 

were in danger in danger of falling out of relationship 

with God.  

 

So what do we do? What can we learn from the 

words of Jesus today?  

 

We can, as Jesus says, "become like little children."  

In other words, we can be open enough that God's 

word might still teach us something.  

 

We can be secure enough in our faith that our 

relationships with others, even those very different 

from ourselves, will enrich us rather than intimidate 

us. and cause us to shut others out.  

 

The secret is in understanding what Jesus' disciples  

were missing in today's Gospel: 

that the kingdom of God is here among us. 

 

Unlike those disciples, we know the rest of the story 

as Mark tells it, right down to the resurrection.  

So we shouldn't be surprised to hear that the 

kingdom is among us still.  

 

What we need to do is keep remembering  

to live it with each other. After all, that's why we 

come together as a faith community – and read and 

reflect on God’s Word in the first place, to help each 

other remember what it means to live the life of God 

in the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ONLINE WORSHIP FROM  

ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL… 

SUNDAY 26th September 2021 

----------------------------------------- 

8.00am  

BCP Service of Holy Communion  

www.youtube.com/watch?v=jbq-

8TBT4dw 

 

10.00am Sung Eucharist 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=HaClvjFSRG0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

†  

BISHOP PAUL’S WEEKLY SERMON  

  

      Reading: Mark 9; 38-50 

(the lectionary gospel reading).  

 
Youtube link:  

https://youtu.be/UcSHSYgbASQ 


