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Revd Dr Sharne Rolfe,Vicar 

Readings: 

Acts 10:34-43 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

1 Cor 15:19-26 

John 20:1-18 

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your 

sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. Amen. 

Sermon: Christ is risen. Alleluia! He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

This day, Easter Sunday, we in the Christian church are full of joy. Having journeyed 

with Jesus and with each other through the poignancy of the servant leadership of 

Jesus on Maundy Thursday, through the passion of Jesus on Good Friday - the horror 

of it and the victory of it - we are now at that point of our liturgical journey where we 

spontaneously cry out in joy, again and again, “He is risen indeed, Alleluia, Alleluia”. 

The journey we have been on has been a difficult one, charged with many emotional 

highs and lows. And now, for us  - as for those who were the first visitors to the empty 

tomb on the first Easter Sunday morning - life has changed, irrevocably and forever. 

Jesus, the man who worked miracles in his own lifetime, who cured the sick, who 

brought others back to life, who transformed lives time and time again through his 

love, has himself risen from the dead. It is a stunning reality, and one that can, like so 

many of the mysteries of our faith, be hard to get our head around. 

There are many ways to contemplate, to think about, this resurrection event. I like the 

one that invites us through this celebration of risen life, of defeat of death, to make the 

passage from one kind of human existence to another: to a kind of life that returns us 



where we truly belong - in the realm of the divine, just “a little less than the angels” as 

the psalmist puts it (Ps 8:6). 

Our celebration today began with the striking of the new fire, and the lighting of the 

Paschal candle, which itself symbolises the risen Christ, who is, quite literally,  “the 

light of the world” (John 8:12). Light and life. As John reminds us, “whoever follows 

me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life”. There is nothing 

passive about this life of light. God, through Jesus, calls us, but God also gives us free 

will. We may say yes, or we may say no. God through Jesus Christ, calls us in love, 

and if love is to be returned, if our yes is to be truly yes, it must be freely given. So 

our Christian vocation, our life in Christ, is never passive. It is, in reality, a series of 

“Yeses”, as time and time and time again life confronts us with decisions and choice 

points. Jesus, having taken on our human nature, lived a life in which he models what 

is good and right and true at all the choice points we encounter. He shows us the way, 

the truth and the life.  

On this sacred and joyous Easter Day, we will shortly be invited to renew our 

baptismal vows. I will ask you to join me and each other in making, again, the 

confession of Christian faith into which you were baptised, and in which we now live 

and grow. The questions I will ask are about faith - what we believe, what we believe 

in. But they are also about trust, who we trust. Our faith is about belief and it is about 

trust. We believe and trust in a creator God, we believe and trust in a redeeming God, 

and we believe and trust in God who is the giver of life. And we believe that Jesus 

rose from the dead. Our first reading from Acts today reminds us that we, like those 

first Gentile converts to whom Peter was speaking, have the testimony of those who 

saw the risen Christ to help us in our faith. Peter and others chosen by God to be his 

witnesses, such as Mary Magdelene, communed with the risen Christ. And soon we 

will pray to be faithful to our baptismal vows, so that we too are witnesses, made 

ready for that day when the whole creation shall be made perfect in and through our 

Saviour, Jesus Christ. 



In his Easter message a couple of years ago, our Archbishop and Primate Philip wrote: 

“All of us need to aspire to the best that we know our human nature can be. Human 

failure, or sin – as it is referred to in theological terms – arises from people’s 

alienation from God. Jesus told his disciples that his mission was about reconciling 

humanity with God and with each other.” On this Easter Sunday, let us again 

recognise that our Christian faith calls us to a transformed life, reconciled to each 

other and to God. It is a life lived in the light, a light that draws us, compels us, to be 

the very best that we know our human nature can be.  

Today is a day of unrestrained joy and wonder, astonishment and faith, mystery and 

trust. This Easter Sunday morning, we have found the tomb empty of death. The 

whole truth has been revealed: death is not the end, and life, real life, is just 

beginning. Let us celebrate together in our joy. He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

+ In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 


