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Readings: 

Exodus 34:29-35 

Ps 99 

2 Corinthians 3:12 - 4:2 

Luke 9:28-36 

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, 

my strength and my redeemer.  Amen. 

Sermon: 

The Feast of the Transfiguration gives us an opportunity each and every year to reflect upon what it 

means to see Jesus revealed in all his glory and beauty, and indeed also, what it takes, what 

circumstances allow that revelation to be revealed, to be experienced, by the apostles Peter, James 

and John more than two thousand years ago, and by us, right now, in the year 2019. 

When good things happen to us we can sometimes think they’ve happened due to chance - we 

might say, “I was just lucky - it all worked out for the best”. Or when not-so-good things happen we 

might say, “I was just unlucky - it just didn’t work out this time.” In our secular society, life (and all 

that happens in it) is often seen as a series of chance events, some of which bring about a happy 

confluence of positive outcomes and some of which don’t. This non-spiritual view of life is 

challenged by the Gospel today, and by the teachings of Jesus and the Christian church. 

Today we hear Luke’s account of this amazing and dramatic event of the Transfiguration. We find a 

narrative full of symbols and imagery. The disciples Peter, John and James see Jesus revealed in all 

his glory and beauty – first as his face is transfigured and his clothes become dazzling white, then as 

he is seen with Moses and Elijah who talk with him about his exodus or departure, soon to be 



accomplished at Jerusalem, and finally, when from a cloud a voice proclaims Jesus as the Chosen 

Son, the Beloved, to whom they should listen. In Mark’s Gospel, we are told that Jesus and the 

disciples went up the high mountain (maybe Mt Hermon, maybe Mt Tabor) to be apart, to be by 

themselves. In Luke’s telling, we hear that Jesus took these three, Peter, John and James, with him 

to pray. Here, although weary and sleepy, the disciples saw something amazing, something glorious, 

something that we can be pretty sure was to change their perception of Jesus - and probably their 

lives - forever. Now in making sense of all this, a non-religious, non-spiritual person might be 

tempted to say that Peter, John and James just happened to be in the right place at the right time. We 

could call this the “I was just lucky” theory of the Transfiguration.  But looked at through the eyes 

of faith, we might very well conclude there was a lot more to it than that. And in unpacking why 

this is so, why this experience for the Apostles Peter, John and James was NOT just a matter of 

chance, we ourselves have an opportunity - each and every year, on the feast of the Transfiguration - 

to reflect on our own Christian journey and our own relationship with Jesus. 

At its heart, the story of the transfiguration is an epiphany, a revelation of Jesus as the Son of God. 

We get a glimpse of Jesus’ true identity and the glorious goal to which his journey is leading. The 

disciples reveal their true human identity too - their immediate response to the event is a mixture of 

puzzlement, awe and some might even say, foolishness. But this is a story as much about the 

disciples’ transformation, their ability to see Jesus for who he really is, as it is about the 

transformation or transfiguration of Jesus. In this amazing event, Peter, John and James come face 

to face with the divine, the mystery of God. And importantly, they do so as part of their ordinary, 

everyday, human experience - a walk with Jesus to be alone and to pray. At the transfiguration, 

Jesus becomes for them (and for us) the bridge between heaven and earth, the source of hope, the 

one who through his incarnation, death and resurrection, gives birth to the reality of the kingdom of 

God. 

Well these are fine words, but was it possibly only chance that brought Peter, John and James to the 

mountain-top that day? Was it sheer luck that they witnessed the transfiguration of Jesus? Was their 

experience that day, the revelation of Jesus as the source of divine and eternal hope, just a happy 

confluence of random events? In unpacking why it was not just a chance event, there is much that 

we, as disciples of Christ, can learn from what led them to their “mountain-top” experience with 

Jesus. 



The first thing we learn is that they were with Jesus that day because presumably he invited them to 

go with him, and they presumably said yes to his invitation. As the saying goes, “You’ll never, 

never know, if you never ever go”! The narrative of the transfiguration is told four times in the NT – 

in the gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke and in 2 Peter (in an abbreviated form). In each gospel 

narrative, it is specifically stated that Jesus “took” the disciples with him. The inference is that Jesus 

led, and as in other places, they followed. If we are to encounter the divine, we must respond to the 

invitation of Jesus “to come”. But to do that we need to be listening, and open, to hear the voice of 

God when it comes. We need to be listening, and then we need to say yes! There is much interesting 

material on the importance of stillness and silence, of meditation and contemplation to being 

available to hear God’s clear, still voice. Those of us who are meditators know this, we experience it 

in the act of meditation, and I encourage every one to join with us every second Wednesday at 6pm 

for Christian meditation so you might experience this too. 

The second thing we learn from Peter, John and James today is that the divine revelation took place 

in a context of prayer. Jesus encourages us time and time again to persevere in prayer. Our 

knowledge of Jesus, our relationship with God, is always founded on, and strengthened by, prayer. 

If we are to encounter the divine, to experience the transcendence that our souls crave, then it is to 

prayer that we must turn. It is here that we will encounter, as the disciples did, spiritual truth. As the 

story of the transfiguration reveals, spiritual truth is different from truth of other kinds, where 

provable facts are the basis for belief. In spiritual matters we are dealing with relationships, based 

on love and trust, not on scientific laws. If we are to find spiritual truth, if we are to encounter the 

love of God, then we must build our relationship with God – we must talk to God, we must allow 

God to speak to us, we must pray. 

Finally, what we learn from Peter, James and John today is that we might still expect to encounter 

God despite all our human failings and frailties. They, like us, were far from perfect. They were 

weary, but having stayed awake they saw Jesus in his glory. Peter got himself totally muddled, as 

we often do, but still the divine cloud came and overshadowed him (and the others). They were all 

afraid, in fact terrified, as we may also feel at times when we draw close to God, and yet God still 

spoke to them. Not only is it Christ’s humanity that is used by God to reveal the hope of the divine 

Son. But so it is the disciples’ humanity that affirms our hope that in all that we are, our failings and 

frailties, we too can expect to find and encounter God, and indeed can hope for transformation 

ourselves, from one degree of glory to another. 



For, as Paul writes in our epistle today: Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great 

boldness … when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed … where the Spirit of the Lord is, there 

is freedom. And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a 

mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another; for this 

comes from the Lord, the Spirit.” And for that we give great thanks to God. 

I want to say a few words to you before I finish today about the dreadful news that we have heard 

this week regarding the conviction of one of the most senior members of the Roman Catholic 

church, Cardinal George Pell, of historical sexual abuse of children, currently pending an appeal. 

This news shocked and horrified me, as indeed it shocked and horrified many, many people. In our 

Wednesday Eucharist this week, just after the news had broken in Australia, we prayed together for 

all those who have suffered the horror and pain of child abuse by members of the church, ordained 

and lay. Today we pray again for them, and their family and friends. We pray for those who live 

every day with the impacts of the trauma of the abuse they experienced as children, and we pray for 

those whose lives were so damaged by this abuse that they felt they had no option but to end the 

pain by ending their own lives. We hold up to God all those who continue to work for justice for the 

men and women whose lives have been torn apart by this terrible scourge of childhood abuse and 

we pray for all those who work tirelessly to ensure this scourge is eradicated forever. I would like to 

think that as Christians, people of love, people who Jesus tells us should be known for their love of 

each other, we would also extend our prayer embrace to include all those who have been drawn into 

this trauma, those who have worked in the courts during the Royal Commission and in any of the 

other court proceedings - jury members, lawyers, magistrates and judges, clerks of the court and the 

members of the media covering the stories - all whose hearts now carry the pain of what they have 

heard and seen in the course of that work. We pray for all Christians whose faith is sorely tested by 

the revelations of sexual abuse of children by people within the church. And we pray also for the 

perpetrators of abuse, trusting into God’s hands what is only God’s to give - God’s judgment and 

forgiveness for all who truly repent. 

Let us now have a few moments of silence into which we can in silence offer our own heartfelt 

prayers for those impacted by childhood abuse, within the church and within wider society. 

+In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.


