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     Rev’s Robyn’s Reflection: Calling to Mind 

I’ve been rearranging a photo wall at home. This particular wall isn’t for family photos – they’re 

elsewhere in the house. This wall, as I’ve begun to place things and rummage through photos,  has 

become a “Bethel” Wall - “The Lord is in this place and I didn’t know it” (remember our Genesis – 

Jacob reading of a couple of weeks ago?).  These are places with significant memories, and as I look 

back, indeed God was there all the time. There’s a photo of the small harbour rock pool at 

Northbridge (Sydney), where I grew up – my mother used to take us kids  there all the time; I learned 

to swim there. That’s where we spread Mum’s ashes over the water last year. That little shark-proof 

pool conjures up fond memories of a good childhood – my parents may not have been church goers, 

but they set foundations for me to live life wholesomely, and toseek and find faith. Then there’s the 

ruins of Lindisfarne Priory and the haunting vaulted cellarium  of Fountains Abbey (both in NE 

England) – there, for me, a sense of being steeped in the ancient monastic rhythms of prayer that 

still saturates those holy settings.  

I have a hard task ahead of me as I select about three more pictures to frame and hang.  

Our Psalm (105) this week starts “O give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name: tell 

among the peoples what things he has done”, and continues to “call to mind” the deeds of the 

ancestors of faith: Abraham, Jacob and Joseph. You may know the saying, “while life is lived forward, 

it is understood backward”. I recognise that in this new phase of my life – retirement- I am calling to 

mind what has shaped me spiritually; where I have found Life.  We may at times  touch into where 

we have encountered darkness, and where it may have been a battle to follow the light. But notice 

how the Psalmist, in remembering the days of old, doesn’t call up Jacob the scoundrel or bemoan 

the dastardly deeds and events; there’s a remembering that sings praises to an ever-working God 

who brings us through. An ever-working God who brings together past, present and future, and makes 

something wonderful of it and of us.  

I don’t know what other images will end up on my wall. Neither do I know what memories will 

be evoked as I sift through my photos. But already I know I am discovering in new ways, this God 

who has been present in the places of my life, unbeknown to me. I’m not afraid of stumbling across 

the darker places, because God was there, too, and has worked “all things together for good”.  

Perhaps in these confining days, you too, may be burrowing through the memories of old.  Sing with 

the Psalmist: “Seek the Lord and his strength: O seek his face continually. Call to mind what wonders he has 

done.”    And the Lord be with you.  

     From this week’s OT                                                                                                       Speaking of ruins 

        



Update on Claire Shaw: Following her stroke, 

Claire is now in rehab. It will be a long 

journey ahead with this, and she continues 

to  need our thoughts and prayers. 

Please pray for the people of Beirut, 

Lebanon, suffering from the devastating 

chemical blast that shattered the city and 

killed so many. 

Latest Covid 19 restrictions from the 

Archbishop: Nobody is allowed to be in 

churches, op shops or on church premises. 

This prohibition also applies to accessing 

church buildings for any reason, including 

printing, office supplies, financial reporting, 

personal prayer, cleaning or bell ringing. 

Gardens. No maintenance of church gardens is permitted other than for essential safety (and if you 

live more than 5ks away, don’t even think about doing even that!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Readings for the following two weeks 
Pentecost 10, August 9 Genesis 37:1-4,12-28; Ps 105:1-6,16-22; Romans 10:4-15;                         

Matthew 14:22-36 
Pentecost 11, August 16 Genesis 45:1-15; Ps 133; Romans 11:13-32;   Matthew 15:21-28 

For your reflection: where can you now see that God was there, unbeknown, shaping your 
life?  “Sing to him, O sing praises: and be telling of all his marvellous works.” (Psalm 105:2) 
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Prayer for choosing an incumbent 
Bountiful God, 

give to this parish a faithful pastor 
who will faithfully speak your word 

and minister your sacraments; 
an encourager who will equip 

your people for ministry 
and enable us to fulfil our calling. 

Give to those who will choose, wisdom, 
discernment and patience,   

and to us give 
warm and generous hearts, 

for Jesus Christ’s sake.   
Amen. 

 

The Final Word on Bible Translations (adapted from Christian author Scot McKnight) 

The original biblical texts are in Hebrew and Aramaic (Old Testament) and Greek (New Testament). The 

authoritative text is not in English, regardless of how accurate the translation.  

Happily, there is no longer a “best” translation but instead a basket full of exceptional translations. 

However, which Bible translation we prefer has become a marker in a battle of the tribes, much as people 

tend to label ministers/priest by the clerical gear they wear or don’t wear. 

The following is with some tongue in cheek; of course it’s stereotyping, but is not far off the real for many 

Christians.  

The NRSV is the Bible of Protestant mainliners and progressives. 

The RSV is the Bible of aged Protestant mainliners. 

The CEB is the Bible of Protestant mainliners who read their Bibles. 

The NIV 2011 is the Bible of conservative complementarian evangelicals. 

The NLT is the Bible of generic brand evangelicals; 

The TNIV is the Bible of egalitarian evangelicals. 

The NASB is the Bible of conservative evangelical serious Bible students. 

HCSB for conservative Baptists and Reformed evangelicals  

ESV for Reformed complementarian evangelicals; 

Each of these Bibles is good. Let’s use them all, and rejoice that we have such access to the Bible. 

 


